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Deal or No Deal?....

It’s the ‘silly season’ again – that time of year when
Parliament is in recess, our MPs and ministers are off
sunning themselves, probably in Spain, France, Italy or some
other exotic EU state. Real news is getting thin on the ground
so editors must scramble around digging up stories that
might just interest their audience.
So how about a new game show to decide the outcome of Brexit? Let’s
call it ‘Deal or No Deal’ (sounds a bit familiar, but never mind).
The contestants are British citizens living in Europe and people whose
businesses depends on the EU. They are shown 22 big red boxes each
numbered and containing various combinations of rights and privileges,
but no one set of contents is the same.
There is also one box containing nothing – that’s the ‘No Deal’ box.
All the citizens vote for their choice of box and the one with most votes
wins. Of course, contestants who have lived abroad for more than 15
years can’t take part.
There you have it – the perfect Brexit solution. The people choose
the box so no one can blame the politicians and they are all off the hook. And it’s the peoples’ choice, so
everyone is happy.
As far as I can tell, there is only one downside that could upset 52% of the UK population – it’s not original
and the concept of the TV show with the same name was dreamed up not in the UK, but in Holland, an EU
country.
(I wonder if Noel Edmonds is available. At least he would do a better job of presenting it........)

What if there really is No Deal?

Even our own Government is now talking about planning for no deal, although some say it is just a ploy to
worry the EU. There is nothing to say it will happen - lets be honest, as things stand right now, we have no
idea what might happen. There could be an eleventh hour deal, the UK may ask for more time, or the whole
thing could be called off.
But if there is no deal, just what would it mean for us?
Overnight, we will all become foreign nationals in our country of choice and EU rules will no longer apply.
But British citizens lived in European countries long before anyone thought of the EU or the Common
Market, and will continue to do so, plus there are many other non-EU nationals living here quite happily.
There is nothing to say we will all be told to leave our country of choice, but things will change, especially
for those working or running businesses. EU rules will no longer apply to us, and it be wise to plan for that
eventuality. The EU has thought ahead and published documents to help us preplan. Many are directed
at trade and business but some apply to private citizens. They may not have all the answers, but are worth
downloading from these links:
communication-preparing-withdrawal-brexit-preparedness.pdf
communication-preparing-withdrawal-brexit-preparedness-annex.pdf
factsheet-preparing-withdrawal-brexit-preparedness-web_0.pdf
To see more work the EU has done to prepare us for Brexit, go to this EU web page and then follow links to
Brexit Preparedness Notices: https://ec.europa.eu/info/brexit/brexit-preparedness_en
more......
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What should I be doing now?

If you haven’t already done so, make sure you have established permanent residency in whatever category
you qualify for. The Internet is a good source of information.
We say this almost every month, but many have still not bothered and some of those that have are reporting
problems. In at least one part of France, applications made now are resulting in appointments next March
or April. It seems one region is even quoting 2021!
‘What is the point?’, some may ask....
So far, no one has a complete idea of what new system may be introduced if there is no deal or, for that
matter, if there is. But if you are already ‘in the system’, then the task of applying for new documentation
should be smoother. Once again, don’t listen to the bar room experts. Members in France have been told
they must be able to speak French to apply for a Carte de Sejour. This is simply not true - which I can
confirm from personal experience, although some Prefectures may try to claim differently.
And if you have not been resident for sufficient time to qualify, then there may be a temporary resident
option which at least makes you ‘official’. It is all about making sure you have documented history of
residency; tax records, utility bills, bank statements for every year - anything to prove you are permanently
living in your country of choice. Remember the Windrush scandal - some people with no proof of residence
were deported despite having lived in the UK for decades.
We published guidelines for those living in France in May’s newsletter which you can download HERE
Finance is another potential problem. No one can predict what might happen to exchange rates after Brexit
but now might be an opportune moment to talk to a financial adviser about where to keep your savings.
There is no law yet to regulate financial ‘passporting’ with EU countries after Brexit, so institutions may
face problems paying private pensions to anyone with an EU address. Apart from getting your pension
paid, this may be an issue for anyone trying to prove they have sufficient income to support themselves.
For those in work or running businesses, recognition of qualifications and permission to continue working
as a third country citizen may need new documentation. So advance planning for all possible options would
be wise. The EU documentation linked from the previous page should help.
As we said on the last page, there are many other non-EU nationals living here quite
happily, so there is no reason yet to assume you can’t do the same. But the terms will
change, so it really is important to help yourself, get your affairs in order, and plan ahead.
British in Europe is making regular representation to both negotiating teams and to
Governments on our behalf, so the work goes on.
Dave Spokes - davespokes@ecreu.com

Document Research by Sue Fletcher, Portugal

ppor t f
u
s
e
or k o
Pleas
w
l
a
t
i
the v

Parliament may not be active during the holiday period, but
Brexit negotiations and planning continue. Time is running
out so we carry on working to influence both sides.

ECREU is run by volunteers and we work with others to gain best effect, in particular, British in
Europe.
British in Europe is a coalition of groups including ECREU. It has legal expertise and people who
devote many hours travelling and attending meetings. This vital work needs you support, so please
click HERE if you are able to help.
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What about our rights as EU citizens?
Much has been written about our rights as ‘Citizens of the EU’.
This, and the implications of Brexit, are discussed in detail in a
House of Commons briefing document, ‘Brexit and European
Citizenship’ which was published last month.
The document sets out exactly what EU Citizenship is compared with national citizenship and
examines its standing in law. In short, every citizen of an EU country also benefits for EU citizenship
which gives our fundamental rights. When the UK leaves, those rights are lost..... or are they?
After Brexit, we will be no different from third country nationals, for
example, Americans, Chinese, Brazilians or Indians living in an EU state.
EU Citizenship cannot apply to third country nationals.
BRIEFING PAPER
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But some suggest this is not the case for UK citizens because third
country nationals have never been EU citizens whereas UK nationals
have, by virtue of the UKs current membership. For this reason, they
argue that EU citizenship can remain valid after the UK leaves.
However, the document examines legal arguments that this may not be
the case, but clearly, the door to retaining EU citizenship and the rights
that come with it, remains open - or perhaps more correctly ‘ajar’.
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In 2016, Luxembourg Liberal Democrat MEP Charles Goerens
proposed an amendment to the European Parliament supporting an
‘associate’ citizenship status, but there are problems building such
a proposal into the EU Treaty structure. Legal counter arguments
suggest that such arrangements are incompatible with the Treaties
and in breach of democratic principles.

The document, suggests it is unlikely the Associate membership proposal would work and suggests
that it is actually ‘contrary to the EU’s interests, as it fails to respect reciprocity in future relations
with the UK.’
However, an alternative Green Card option suggested by campaign group New Europeans is also
mentioned. We reported on this in our June newsletter.
According to the document, it would be a ‘Europe-wide Green Card for UK
citizens guaranteeing their right to reside and work. Parallel arrangements
would be put in place for EU citizens legally resident in the UK.’
New Europeans has been invited to present the idea to the
Home Office in mid-August, while Michel Barnier and his
team have asked for a briefing which is likely to take place at
the end of August or in early September.
There are more details in the House of Commons document or you can get further
information from New Europeans HERE.
You can download the House of Commons briefing document, ‘Brexit and European
Citizenship’ from this link: https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/hoc-briefing-paper.pdf
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So where do we go from here?...
We need to influence MEPs across
Europe. It is they who will be voting in the
European Parliament to accept, reject or
change any Brexit agreement. We already
know that many are sympathetic to citizen
rights issues and have been insisting on
protecting rights since the start of the
Brexit process.

It was the UK Government’s strategy, including the now notorious ‘settled
status’ for EU citizens in UK, which prompted the EU negotiators to
reciprocate. We need to make sure that the MEPs remain on our side and hold
out for our rights whatever the Brexit result may be.
How you can help......
Please identify your MEP in the country
where you live, plus your MEP back in
UK (the region with the constituency
where you last lived). We will provide a
member briefing in our next newsletter
so letters or emails can be sent in time
for the next Parliamentary session.
You can find your MEP from this link:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/map.html

‘Votes for life’ blow from Labour needs action...

ECREU has written to Sir Keir Starmer, Shadow Secretary of State for Exiting the European
Union, expressing concern that Labour will not be supporting Glyn Davies’ private member’s
overseas elector’s bill. Our message has been passed to Catherine Smith MP, the Labour
frontbencher responsible for the matter.
Catherine Smith is the MP for Lancaster and Fleetwood, so if this is your
constituency, please write asking her to support the ‘Overseas Electors
Bill 2017-19’ which aims to end the ban preventing anyone who has
lived outside the UK for more than 15 years from voting in UK general
elections or referenda.
In fact, if you have a different Labour MP, then please write asking
him or her to support the Bill. You can find your MP at: https://www.
parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/

Our MPs will be back in their constituencies for the summer so this is a good
time to write!
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EU CITIZENSHIP COURT CASE

Jo Maugham QC, founder of the Good Law Project, has been working with a group of British nationals
living in the Netherlands and others fighting for EU citizenship rights for UK citizens after Brexit.
Their basic contention is that EU Citizenship is a right conferred on EU citizens at a European level and,
once achieved, exists independently and in parallel with national citizenship and is not simply a product
of X or Y country being a member of the EU. This would mean that the departure of a state from the EU
would not automatically mean that its existing citizens would lose their EU citizenship. As Jo Maugham
says “The idea of a union of people – and not merely of States – was recognised by the European
Economic Community shortly after its formation.
In 1963 in van Gend & Loos the Court of Justice rewrote the law of nations by recognising that: “the
Community constitutes a new legal order of international law… the subjects of which comprise not only
member states but also their nationals… Community law… is also intended to confer upon them rights
which become part of their legal heritage.” In signing a Treaty between themselves ……. Member States
had given rights directly to the people of Europe.”
The group took their case to the District Court in Amsterdam
and in January of this year Judge Floris Bakels – a former Vice
President of the Dutch Supreme Court – ruled that “there is
reason to doubt the correctness of the interpretation of Article 20
TFEU that the loss of the status of citizen of an EU Member State
leads to loss of EU citizenship as well.” He referred the case to the
European Court of Justice for a ruling on the citizenship issue.
The Netherlands Government formally contested the decision of
Judge Bakels (on the grounds you can see at Case Update 1 here).
As Jo Maugham notes:
“There is a danger for the EU here. The case asserts that EU law guarantees for UK citizens a
continuation of EU citizenship rights after Brexit (or, more accurately, after the transitional period
because during the transitional period EU citizenship rights remain substantially intact). But EU
law cannot give to EU citizens reciprocal rights in the UK. That is because, on Brexit (or, again, more
accurately at the end of the transitional period), EU law will cease to apply in the UK. So if successful the
case creates an asymmetry: UK citizens will benefit from citizenship rights in the EU. But EU citizens
won’t benefit from citizenship rights in the UK.
Maintaining symmetry – or reciprocity as the EU calls it – has been a guiding principle of the
negotiations. And if this case establishes that EU law creates an asymmetry it is likely that the 27
remaining Member States will seek to restore that symmetry in the terms of the withdrawal agreement.
They will seek to do this by renegotiations. But, of course, time is running. And once the withdrawal
agreement is done the opportunity to restore symmetry is diminished or lost.”
The case was heard in the Dutch Court of Appeal on April 19th and its ruling was released in summary
form on June 19th. We do not yet have the full transcript– this is a potentially explosive case and the
exact wording will matter a great deal, as will the accuracy of any translation, so a great deal of care is
being taken, but the position seems to be this:
1) The Court of Appeal (like the District Court) agrees that the interpretation of Article 20 on
whether EU citizenship rights can survive the departure of a Member State is unclear and will
need to be resolved by the Court of Justice in Luxembourg
2) In its reasoning, the Court of Appeal makes no distinction between the position of UK nationals
resident in the EU and UK nationals resident in the UK. If this reasoning is maintained, all
existing UK nationals – whether in the UK or abroad – might still be able to retain their EU
citizenship rights after Brexit
more......
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3) However, the Court of Appeal (and here it takes a different view from Judge Bakels in the
District Court) has decided that it needs to see and evaluate what the outcome of the Brexit
negotiations is before it can refer to the ECJ the question of whether or not that outcome is
in breach of EU law. For that reason, the Court of Appeal has overturned the decision of the
District Court to refer the case to the ECJ in Luxembourg immediately
So we now have to wait for the results of the Brexit negotiations before the Netherlands Court of Appeal
will make a decision on whether or not to refer the issue to the ECJ. As with many aspects of the ongoing
Brexit mess, we are again waiting for something to happen before a decision can be taken.
But it’s not all gloom and frustration – the Court of Appeal did not summarily throw the case out, and it
doesn’t seem to have accepted the arguments advanced by the Netherlands Government as to why the
case should have been considered inadmissible. Moreover, if the case does eventually get to the ECJ,
there are some hopeful signs in existing EU jurisprudence of the ECJ giving priority to supporting the
rights of individual citizens when these have to be balanced against the interests of states, and of the
Court being willing to make rulings because they are legally right, even if they might be politically and
administratively inconvenient.
On the specific issue raised by Jo Maugham about asymmetry/lack of reciprocity (UK citizens still
having full citizenship rights in the EU, but EU citizens in the UK not having equivalent rights after
Brexit) and the likelihood of member states seeking in the Brexit negotiation process to neutralize this
asymmetry/lack of reciprocity issue, the risk of that happening is diminished because the case would
now come to decision not a few months from now but only AFTER the end of the Brexit negotiations, by
which time it would be too late for member states to try to negotiate the EU citizenship issue away.
This citizenship case is yet another illustration of how Brexit is neither simple nor easy to achieve, and of
how issues not foreseen in the simplistic action narrative trumpeted by the Brexiteers nonetheless just
keep on cropping up. We live in interesting times, and it will certainly be interesting to see how this case
eventually pans out!
John Miller, ECREU Member Switzerland - contact@ecreu.com
John Miller is a legal information specialist with experience running City law firm libraries
and various legal information projects in Eastern Europe and Africa. He is also a former
Information Officer in the EU Paris Press Office and was Head of Library Services at UNESCO
in Paris from 2006 until 2012. He now works on various legal information-related projects in
Geneva as well as running Library services at an international school in Switzerland.
John helped set up the crowdfunding for the case which you can support from this link:
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/make-legal-history

Where has all our data gone?
In previous editions of our Newsletter, ECREU’s Roger
Boaden produced detailed reports of the scandal surrounding
Cambridge Analytica and the use of Facebook data to
influence the outcome of the Brexit Referendum.
Now he asks where has all the data gone?
Is it still on a computer system somewhere, if so where, and
could it be used again?
Download Roger’s report from this link:
https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/where-is-it.pdf
Page:6

Campaign group Best for Britain is
fighting for a ‘peoples vote’ to take the
final decision on whatever outcome
results from the Brexit negotiations.
The group believes we are better staying in EU, but wants a democratic process to be available for
a final decision.
A letter signed by 25 MPs has been published and Best for Britain is appealing for all concerned
citizens to persuade their MP to add his or her name. As the letter says: ‘The people of this
country must decide whether or not the Brexit on offer is the right path. ‘If we trusted the people
at the start, we must trust the people at the finish line.’
You can read the letter and follow a simple link to write to your MP from this Best for Britain web
page: https://www.bestforbritain.org/mp_sign_letter

People’s Vote March
June 23 saw the mass gathering and march on Parliament for the
People’s Vote. ECREU member Gill Goodwin travelled from France to be
there and helped carry the banner for ECREU. This is Gill’s memory of the day......
On a gloriously sunny June morning, London looked its best with tourists out in force
clustering around Buckingham Palace, pushing and shoving to get a good view of Changing the
Guard.
It was also the day of the People’s Vote March, and many hundreds of us from different
countries, gathered outside Canada Gate, some in traditional costume but most settling for
something in the EU colours of blue and yellow.
Banners were put together, flags handed out, people
got to know each other and then we were off strolling rather than marching as we were so many.
In fact, we often came to a standstill as the crowds
squeezed into Parliament Square to listen to the
speakers.
It was a jolly crowd, calling out in a good natured way,
sporting banners with amusing but pithy sayings.
There were the young; babes in arms; children on
their daddy’s shoulders; young people with enough
understanding to be anxious about their futures;
young parents plus the retired and older generation.

Gill Goodwin proudly shows the ECREU banner

Some in wheelchairs, some prams, but all with one aim - to let our politicians know that Brexit
is NOT our will. Helicopters buzzed overhead so we raised a cheer and waved – a very orderly
bunch and there didn’t appear to be a huge police presence.
Those we did see were amazing. - Gill Goodwin
There will be another march in support of the People’s Vote in October 20. If you are
in UK and can make it to London, Gill would love to hear from you. Please email:
gillgoodwin2003@yahoo.co.uk
For more about People’s Vote and to sign a petition, go to: https://www.peoples-vote.uk/
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Notes from ‘Up North’

Us ‘southerners’ might be forgiven for thinking Finland is all snow and
reindeer. Here, ECREU member Stephen Cole explains how even in the
north, the long hot summer is having an impact. He also outlines some of
the requirements for living in Finland in the face of Brexit.

Feeling the Heat

An intense heat dome has engulfed Finland and the other Scandinavian countries with temperatures more
than 10 degrees above normal spurring some of the region’s hottest weather ever recorded.
Temperatures here are regularly exceeding 30C this summer and there has been very little rainfall since
Vappu (1st May). This has sparked intense and often dangerous forest fires, predominately in the east,
southwest and Lapland. Indeed, just a few weeks ago a large forest fire was blazing just three kilometres
from my home on the outskirts of Helsinki.

Citizenship

Finland has a total land area of 338,424 sq km (130,666 sq miles) which is approximately one third larger
than the UK. But with a population of only 5.5 million people, it is one of the least populated countries in
Europe. The total number of British citizens officially resident in Finland by the end of 2017, was just 4,518.
Most expats are married to, or have a close relationship with a Finnish citizen.
Since June 2003, foreigners who gain Finnish citizenship no longer need to give up their other citizenship
allowing dual or multiple nationality. If a Finnish citizen has dual nationality, the Finnish authorities will
consider him or her to be a Finnish citizen both in Finland and abroad.
The Finnish Immigration Service may grant Finnish citizenship on declaration or on application. A British
citizen can apply by application, a process called ‘naturalisation’.
In order to get a positive decision on the
application, the applicant must fulfil the
requirements for naturalisation:
•
•
•
•
•
•

established identity
sufficient language skills
sufficient period of residence
integrity
means of support
fulfilled payment obligations

The official Finnish Immigration Services Statistics web site shows that since the beginning of January
this year, 71 British citizens have applied for Finnish citizenship (at the time of writing this article).
However, the statistics do show a substantial increase year on year. For instance, in 2015 there were only 33
applications from British citizens. In 2016 the number had doubled to 64 and in 2017, this had more than
doubled again to 153 British applications.

Driving Concern

One Brexit issue that has caused some concern is the ability to use our EU/UK driving licence. You can
drive in Finland on a valid licence issued in another EU or EEA Member State. However, after the UK
leaves the EU, a UK issued licence may be treated as a third country driving licence and therefore come
under different regulations.
If you are permanently resident in Finland or have studied here for at least six months, you may exchange
or renew a driving licence issued by another EU or EEA Member State for a Finnish licence. If your EU or
EEA licence has expired, you must enclose a medical certificate with your application. You don’t need to
pass a driving examination, if your driving licence is still valid or less than two years have passed since the
expiry of a Group 1 licence, or under a year has passed since the expiry of a Group 2 licence.
more......
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Mama Told Me Not To Come......

To finish on an entertaining note (sorry for the pun), Fans in Finland were deeply disappointed and
saddened to hear that iconic Welsh super star Tom Jones, has had to cancel his appearance at this year’s
DBTL festival in Turku, Finland’s largest city outside the Helsinki area.
According to the Finnish press, the 78-year-old had been touring
the world since May and was hospitalised with a bacterial infection.
Apparently, he has also missed four UK shows. Both the British expats
and the Finnish people, wish him well and a speedy recovery.
Stephen Cole - Stephencole2010@gmail.com

Keep Taking the Tabloids...
On page one of this edition, I mentioned that this is the
‘silly season’. Just to prove the point, I was editing the
main content when an email popped in from our Roger
Boaden asking if I had seen a particular Brexit web link.
Now Roger’s research and dedication to political
background work is always important, so I immediately
clicked the link and up came yet another tabloid Brexit
horror story.....
It seems that because of Brexit, TV show Love Island could be
pulled from our screens!
And all because the show’s contestants would be considered as ‘working’
while in their villa in Mallorca, something post-Brexit Brits won’t be able to
do freely in the EU.
Labour MP Jess Phillips is quoted as saying: ‘To work in another country will
be much more difficult and Love Island I think would be considered to be
work.’ Even our coalition, British in Europe, gets a mention commenting that
‘the future is uncertain’ for UK citizens working in Europe.
The story came into real perspective when contestant Hayley Hughes,
apparently a friend of Nigel Farage, said in an interview that she didn’t know
what Brexit and the European Union were.
You really can’t make this stuff up - but then this is the ‘silly
season’....
Dave Spokes
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Gib more difficult than Ireland...

The Rajoy coalition fell in early June and we now have a political alliance led by
Pedro Sanchez of the Socialists (PSOE). But it took more than 40 days for the
new Government to outline its policies.
In his speech to Congress, Prime Minister Sánchez talked about democratic
renewal, social policies and Spain’s role in the world. He also announced a ban
on future tax amnesties and a 15% corporate tax for large companies.
He also pledged to transfer the remains of former dictator Francisco Franco from his current burial
site at the Valley of the Fallen (outside Madrid) in an attempt to progress from the past and tackle the
future. ‘’Our democracy will have symbols that unite citizens,” he said. He has also met with the new
President of Cataluña and has promised a reform of pension systems.
The new Government has also pledged to repeal the 2012 Health Care Act whereby only registered
migrants (that includes us Brits) were entitled to health care. This has been welcomed by Amnesty
International as its gives health care rights to the increasing number of refugees arriving on Spanish soil.
ECREU in Spain has written to the Consulate to gain clarification. Meanwhile more immigrants (from
north Africa) are arriving in Spain than Italy and Greece - 23,000 arriving by sea since January. An
additional €3 million in EU emergency funding has been awarded by the Commission to Spain to cover
the cost of the extra staff deployed in the south of Spain.
No mention yet of Gibraltar by the PSOE Government.
It is worth remembering that President Sanchez, an
academic and former professor of economics, has also
worked in Brussels and is a committed European.
Several British politicians have not been so quiet. They
have said that Gibraltar remains a difficult problem to
solve, possibly more than Ireland! The special status of
Gibraltar has ensured that it is a tax haven and it could
just be given special EU membership status.
Spain, despite being given a veto by the EU in the Brexit discussions, is very unlikely to claim Gib back,
but it is likely to get concessions - control of the seas.... not for naval might, but for control of the drug
trade in its waters, and control of the airport, actually built on land not in the Treaty of Utrecht, but
subsequently claimed from the sea.
But the biggest problem is the people. They are intertwined, working on both sides of the border,
intermarried and settled in their relationship ever since the UK became part of the EU.
Spain is aware that there will be little appetite to hold up a withdrawal agreement if the future of
Gibraltar is the sticking point, and is keen to strike a deal with the UK as soon as possible. The British
Ambassador, Mr Simon Manley, has said that he is in constant touch with the Spanish authorities, but
Molly Scott Cato, a Green MEP representing Gibraltar, said: “The depressing reality seems to be that it
is Spain that recognises the urgency of arriving at a Brexit deal and the chaos that will be caused at the
border with Gibraltar if no deal is reached.’’ It will be interesting to see what the new Prime Minister of
Spain will say.
The PP meanwhile has been electing its new leader. The two final candidates, Soraya Sáenz de
Santamaría, former deputy prime minister, and Pablo Casado, a younger challenger seen as part of a new
generation, went to the PP Congress and Pablo Casado won. He is from the right of the Party.
The likelihood of a no deal Brexit gives increased concern to the Brits in Spain. Should a Brit marry his
Spanish girlfriend to be more secure? Will there be another referendum and will Votes for Life give us
the vote in time? Or will the 15 year rule prevent many more thousands from voting in a possible sudden
Election or Second Referendum?
more...
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The New Government has yet to comment on the situation but all Parties in various council and
governments along the Costas have pledged support to the British communities. Meanwhile the advice
is register in Spain properly NOW and, if you have been away from the UK for less than 15 years, get
registered to vote in the UK. You never know when an election, or even a Second Referendum might
come!
Several useful lists have been issued by the British Embassy, one on translators and interpreters and the
others for recognised lawyers. You can download them in pdf form from these links:
List of translators and interpreters in Spain
Lawyer List February 2018
Lawyers List Menorca 2017
Lawyers list 2017 Catalunya Aragon and Andorra
Lawyers List Mallorca
Andalucia Lawyers list 2018
Murcia Albacete Lawyers March 2018
Las Palmas Lawyers List January 2018
Lawyers List Ibiza 2017
List of lawyers for Madrid Consular District 2018-19
Tenerife Lawyers List May 2018

DExEU Letter

Thanks to the support of the Ambassador and Consul in Madrid, our colleagues at
support groups Brexpats and Bremain in Spain have received a letter from DExEU
responding to their request for clarification of what will become of British Citizens in
Spain after Brexit. The letter is too long to include here, but you can download a pdf
copy from this link:
https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/letter-from-chris-heaton-harris-mp.pdf
The letter sets out what we already know of the negotiations so far and does explain which areas remain
to be finalised. It also blames the lack of progress on freedom of movement squarely on the shoulders of
the EU when in fact, the EU was responding to the UK’s insistence that there would be restrictions on
EU citizens entering the UK. However, it does not say what might happen if their is no deal, claiming
the Government does not expect this to happen, despite some ministers saying publicly that it is on the
cards.
ECREU will endeavour to keep you up to date with issues in Spain.
Margaret Hales - margarethales@ecreu.com
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Embassy Top Ten

Following a series of public ‘outreach’ meetings around the country, the
British Embassy has listed its top ten Brexit questions and the answers it
can give to UK citizens living in France. Of course, this assumes there is an
agreement and still leaves many other questions unanswered.

1 Can I stay in France after Brexit?

The agreement reached with the EU means that those living legally and permanently in France will
be able to stay here and continue to work and access education and healthcare.
More specifically, if you have been legally and permanently living in France for five or more years
at the end of the implementation period (i.e December 2020 - see below) then you will covered by
this agreement – known as the Withdrawal Agreement. You will be entitled to the rights agreed by
the EU and the UK. Unless you leave France for a period of more than five years, then you will be
entitled to these rights indefinitely.
If you have been legally and permanently living in France for less than five years by the end of the
implementation period, then you will be allowed to stay to make up these five years. During this time
you will be covered by the rights outlined in the Withdrawal Agreement.

2 What is the ‘implementation period’?

The UK will no longer be an EU Member State after 29 March 2019. However, we have agreed with
the EU on an implementation period that will last until 31 December 2020. Until the end of 2020,
UK nationals living in EU Member States, including France, continue to have broadly the same
rights and status as today.

3 What should I do now as a UK national living in the EU? How will I register in France
after Brexit? Will I need a carte de séjour?

The French Ministry of Interior are working on the system they will put in place to enable British
nationals covered by the Withdrawal Agreement to claim their rights after Brexit. The agreements
already made with the EU commit them to keeping any such system smooth, simple and transparent
and as soon as the French Government has reached a decision, information will be shared as
widely as possible. You will have until at least June 2021 to submit any necessary registration
documentation. In the meantime, we would encourage eligible UK nationals to prepare your papers
(bank statements, statements of household bills etc) to demonstrate your continued residency in
France and to apply for a carte de séjour.
On cartes de séjour, you do not currently need one, but are entitled to one, subject to the same
requirements as other nationals of EU member states. The British Embassy is in regular contact
with the French Authorities and if you experience problems obtaining a carte do please contact us
(france.enquiries@fco.gov.uk).
We are in the process of updating the Government’s online Living in France Guide, which provides
practical information for expatriates and which we will use to share the latest information on cartes
de séjour and the future registration system; you may wish to sign up for updates here.

4 Will I continue to receive my UK state pension after Brexit?

Yes. If you are covered by the withdrawal agreement with respect to a UK state pension for social
security coordination purposes then you will continue to receive an uprated – and aggregated, if
applicable - state pension. The same is true for those covered by the Withdrawal Agreement who
reach state pension age after the implementation period.

5 What about healthcare cover and benefit export?  

These are also covered by the social security coordination section of the Withdrawal Agreement. Just
as you will continue to receive an uprated state pension, retirees will continue to receive associated
healthcare – what are known as reciprocal healthcare rights (S1, EHIC and S2 rights) once they
export their state pension.
The rights to equal treatment for healthcare of those employed in France are also protected – on the
same basis as a comparable French national.
more...
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If you are covered by the Withdrawal Agreement, you will also continue to have the right to export
relevant benefits - basically as under current EU social security coordination rules – and any
associated reciprocal healthcare cover.

6 Will my child be able to continue schooling in France?

Yes. If you are covered by the Withdrawal Agreement, your child will be eligible for schooling,
further and higher education in France as they are now.

7 Will my family members be covered by the Withdrawal Agreement?

Yes – your direct family members will be covered by the Withdrawal Agreement in the same
way as under current EU rules. This includes spouses and partners (where a relationship existed
before the end of the Implementation Period), children under 21 or those older than 21 but who
are still dependant (e.g students supported by their parents) and dependant parents or dependant
grandparents. Children who are born or adopted after the end of 2020 will also be covered.

8 Will I be able to move to another EU MS in the future?

Until the end of the Implementation Period there is no change to your ability to move to other EU
Member States. Onward movement, beyond 2020, is one of the points that we have not yet reached
agreement on with the EU We will continue to pursue this, and other outstanding issues, as part of
our negotiations.

9 I live in one country but work daily in another country. Will I still be able to do this?

Yes. If, for example, you live in France but work daily or weekly in Germany, you will continue to be
able to do this.

10 I have been out of the UK for 15 years and unable to vote in the UK elections. Is the
Government still committed to changing this?
We fully appreciate how strongly people feel about the 15 year voting rule. The Government was
elected with a commitment to ‘votes for life’ and is supporting a Private Members’ Bill which, if it
becomes law, will implement this commitment.

Embassy Education Update

Until the end of the implementation period on 31 December 2020, UK nationals
resident in the EU who return to the UK to study at an English University will be
eligible for support (including home fee status) on a similar basis to domestic
students. Those who wish to study at a University in one of the devolved
administrations will be eligible for support on a similar basis to domestic students
in that administration. The rules applying to UK nationals who currently reside in
the EU and who move to the UK to commence a University course after the end of the
implementation period are under consideration.
The Embassy invites you to sign up to the ‘Embassy guide for France’ where you can find the latest
information on cartes de séjour and the future registration system - available from this link:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france
‘Voisins Voices’, the Embassy newsletter, is available from here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/voisins-voices-a-newsletter-for-the-britishcommunity-in-france

Problems with your Carte de Séjour?... RIFT can help......

Our friends at on-line support group, RIFT, are running a series of surveys this
summer in an effort to learn more about some of the issues being experienced with
carte de séjour applications in different préfectures.
RIFT says that the more information it can get, the better it can work to improve the
process. The surveys will remain open until 8th September and are available from this
link: https://www.remaininfrance.org/surveys-cartes-de-sejour.html.
The RIFT web site also has comprehensive information on residency cards, the
possible impact of Brexit and how to prepare for no deal: www.remaininfrance.org
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The View from Portugal

No-one knows how many Brits live in Portugal full-time, but the advice coming
out of the British Embassy in Lisbon is for everyone to make sure they are legally
here by taking out temporary residency and to plan ahead.
Portugal is one of the EU countries that adopted the 2004 EU Directive whereby
EU citizens have 90 days before the need to apply for temporary residency through their local
council (Câmara). After five years they then apply for permanent residency. After six years in the country
they can apply for Portuguese nationality. Given the uncertainty of Brexit negotiations more Brits are
contemplating the citizenship route.
The Algarve Daily News has a ‘Brexit’ section under which are several in-depth articles on topics such as
acquiring Portuguese nationality; holiday home owner issues and much more. This is the link: https://
www.algarvedailynews.com/brexit
Gaining nationality in the country in which you live also has benefits beyond those of retaining EU
citizen’s rights. By becoming a national of the country, you have to be treated as such. One benefit is
when it comes to reaching old age with perhaps impaired mental and physical ability, it’s no longer
necessary to have to renew vital legal documentation such as a UK passport and permanent residency
status, both of which require renewal every 10 years.
My mother-in-law has lived in Portugal for over 30 years and is now in a care home here. This year both
her British passport and her Portuguese permanent residency expired. Had she been on her own, with
no power of attorney in place, she would have become illegal, particularly when the UK becomes a third
country. It is highly unlikely that the Portuguese government would deport her, but given the experience
of the Windrush people in the UK, nothing is impossible.
I have recently been granted Portuguese nationality and now my husband Rod has begun his process as
in Portugal, spouses of Portuguese nationals have the right to apply for nationality without the need to do
the language test. The process takes around a year.
One of the major bugbears for Brits moving to Portugal is that of importing their UK car once it has been
in the country for more than six months. It’s been a bone of contention for decades as it is very expensive
and many Brits simply don’t bother. The fine for not ‘matriculating’ foreign cars is high, with the threat of
the car being taken off the road and crushed, but it still continues.
Anyone deciding to matriculate their car onto Portuguese
plates needs to be aware that any vehicle older than July 2007
cannot be imported due to higher emissions. (Classic cars
can be driven in Portugal subject to additional certification).
The result of this is that the car cannot be legalised so will
either have to be returned to the UK or crushed. Once the UK
leaves the EU, UK registered vehicles are likely to be the only
third country vehicles on Portuguese roads, and indeed other
European countries, making them a target for cash-strapped
police funds.
Many Brits here still buy goods from the UK and there’s a healthy business in grocery shopping and
shipping, amongst other things. However, unless there is a customs agreement with the EU, anything
purchased from the UK after Brexit is likely to become very expensive, even if they agree a tariff-free
deal. There is an excellent explanation of this and the costs involved on the Irish Customs web site:
https://www.revenue.ie/en/importing-vehicles-duty-free-allowances/buying-of-goods-online-forpersonal-use/buying-goods-from-outside-the-eu.aspx
Rod and I have been sourcing more items from within Europe and even Amazon have worked out that
Brits still need to buy things on this side of the Channel and so have developed a web site in English on
their www.amazon.de site. Generally speaking, the choice is a little more limited and often a bit more
expensive, but much cheaper and quicker than buying from a post-Brexit UK and having to wait for
customs to do their work.
Sue Fletcher - contact@ecreu.com
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Sad losses for us all.....

This has been a very sad few weeks with the loss of two ECREU team members. Brian Cave,
one of our founders and a long time campaigner for citizen’s rights, pensions and votes for life,
passed away last month, and ‘our man in UK’, George Townsend, was also lost to us after a
short spell in hospital.
Here, Roger Boaden looks back at Brian’s contribution to the lives of us all who chose to live
abroad - DS

Seven years ago I Googled ‘Winter Fuel Payment’.
I was annoyed to learn that Iain Duncan Smith was planning to
remove my annual payment. I wanted to know more and how I
could protest and fight this vicious act. By Googling I found a blog,
‘Pensioners Debout! Stand Up!, written and managed by someone
called Brian Cave. I contacted him, and quickly learnt that Brian
had been campaigning for a number of years, fighting for the rights
of British Citizens living in France, throughout the EU, and across
the World - on pensions, frozen pensions, rights to vote, and the
WFP.
Brian’s blog contained a lot of valuable information, which was not
easily found elsewhere. So, from that first contact, and then, over a
period of more than seven years we spoke, emailed and exchanged
information at regular intervals.
Amazingly, I only met Brian face to face on one occasion, and yet I came to value his friendship, his
warmth, his kindness, and above all, his support. I was soon caught up in the issue of fighting to
save the WFP, and I offered to undertake the research and the publication of detailed documents on
that issue which kept everyone up to date on the progress, or not, as the case maybe, of what IDS was
doing and saying about us Expats ‘living in the sun’!
Brian quickly gave me his full support and generously encouraged me to keep going. Anything I
wrote was given full publicity in Brian’s blog. I regularly sought his advice, and he proof read and
corrected everything I wrote.
Finding and developing a friendship via Google was something I had never experienced or expected and frankly I was a bit of a virgin on social media. But, Brian persuaded me go further into the detail,
and through that our close relationship over the Internet blossomed.
We eventually met, shortly after the result of the EU Referendum was declared, because we found
our rights might be crushed on yet another front. That meeting with Dave Spokes, and our respective
wives, persuaded us to found ECREU - Expat Citizen Rights in the EU.
He was a consummate networker and a great team player. His contacts were not just in Europe but
British Citizens across the World. We all regarded him as a friend. He worked with and encouraged
the talents of us all, always focused on the ultimate goal... justice for the British diaspora. As with
many of us, he was deeply affected by the outcome of the Referendum but encouraged us to set
depression aside and start yet another campaign - ECREU.
Brian, you did an amazing job of fighting for our rights on so many fronts. We will miss your skills,
your wisdom, and your campaigning zeal. I for one learnt a lot from you. I’m proud to have known
you, you were a gentle gentleman, and I will honour your legacy by never giving up fighting for our
rights. We send our deep and sincere sympathies to Helen, and all your family.
RIP dear friend. Roger Boaden
more......
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Memories of Brian from within the British in Europe Coalition
Debbie Williams of Brexpats Hear Our Voice (BHOV), in the Netherlands:
So sad. Please pass on my condolences to his family and of course friends and colleagues. I will
treasure the supportive emails that I received from Brian in the early days of BiE.
Kalba Meadows of RIFT, Remain in France Together:
I’m really sorry to hear this. Brian was an amazing man.
Jane Golding, Chair of British in Europe, also from British in Germany:
I am so very sad to hear of the loss of Brian. Please also pass on my condolences to his family who
have gone through so much recently. He did so much on votes for life for years and then on our
campaign, and I think it was through him (and Graham Richards, who also sadly passed away)
that I got to know you. He will be greatly missed.
Jeremy Morgan, Deputy Chair of BiE, from British in Italy
I did not know him, but he had clearly done so much, and ECREU (and so BiE) will miss him
greatly.

George Townsend joined the ECREU team this year when he volunteered to be our
coordinator for members in the UK.
We lost George early in July after he was admitted to hospital for on-going treatment. His wife Toni,
told us: ‘Please understand that he was very passionate about supporting and helping people
regarding ECREU and would have done a brilliant job. I miss him just as passionately. His loving
wife TONI TOWNSEND.’
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i e s ex i t ?
r
r
Wo u t B r o f f
a b o t h e m t . . . Let us know and we’ll give you a platform Send your thoughts to:
contact@ecreu.com
G e t r ch e s
yo uI was dismayed while watching Andrew Marr interviewing D. Raab. He was questioned about
people and their concerns. (Pensioner in Spain). All Raab could do was to repeat the parrot fashion
statements. It’s not good enough.

Anna Subry was so right. If you are well off in the UK you can afford to be a ‘hardline’ Brexiteer. All they
want is power. I’m disgusted with the whole thing. Brexit is poisoning the UK and those of us leaving in
the EU don’t matter.
......ECREU Member (Living in Spain)

Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy - italy@ecreu.com
Spain - spain@ecreu.com

ex-Forces - briankemp@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has 10,411 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:

ECREU is an active participating member of British in
Europe, the coalition of citizen’s groups in the EU

Views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Expat Citizen Rights in EU or its officers
Editor: Dave Spokes - davespokes@ecreu.com ● Distributed by: Expat Citizen Rights in EU ● Web Site: www.ecreu.com
Copyright © 2018 Expat Citizen Rights in EU. Unless otherwise stated, all content is copyright of Expat Citizen Rights in EU. No part of this newsletter
may be copied or reproduced in print, digital or any other form without prior written permission of Expat Citizen Rights in EU
Association n° W862002237 registered in France and governed by the law of 1 July 1901 and the Decree of 16 August 1901 - email: contact@ecreu.com

Page:17

