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What a Carry On!.......

This can only be Panto season.... ‘Mrs May’s deal is the only option’
‘Oh no it isn’t !’
‘Oh yes it is!’

If Brexit was not so tragic for our country, the Government’s handling of negotiations
and forward planning – or rather lack of it – would be a comedy. ‘Carry On Up The
Creek’ comes to mind.
After two years, we are presented with a deal nobody wants, no plan ‘B’ and no firm idea of what will
happen if the only deal on the table is voted down - and all at huge expense.
So far, Brexit has cost more than the UK’s EU budget payments.
‘The damage to the U.K. economy caused by the vote to leave
the European Union two years ago already exceeds the size
of the budget contributions Britain will be able to claw back
when it finally leaves the bloc,’ according to an economic
study by the Centre for European Reform.’
It puts the cost to the country’s public finances at £23
billion in lost tax revenue, while governor of the Bank of
England, Mark Carney, suggested it could be £40 billion
‘and counting’.
If that is not enough, government Departments will
have spent at least £900m on Brexit by next March,
and possibly as much as £2bn, according to The
institute for Government. If they had stopped Brexit,
they could have toured the country in big red bus
proclaiming; ‘£2bn saved for the NHS’.
So just what have we got for our money?
Options which the Government’s own assessments say will leave the country
worse off than if we stayed in the EU. If they know the country and its citizens will
be poorer under all Brexit scenarios, why don’t they act responsibly and tell the people this is
all a vary bad idea, the referendum was based on misinformation and could be illegal anyway, so the
whole disastrous exercise should be called off?
But then we have a prime minister who never gives a straight answer and turns her back on appeals
from her Citizens, along with a bunch of highly paid ministers who appear to be incapable of
recognising a national catastrophe when all around them can.
Our Prime Minister’s grip on power now looks tenuous to say the least, with MPs lining up to vote
down her deal.
So once we leave the EU, maybe ‘Carry On Up The Creek’ will be the TV Christmas movie of choice,
with Mrs May reprising that immortal one-liner from ‘Carry on Cleo’ back in 1964:
“Infamy! Infamy! They’ve all got it in for me!”
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Are we really facing ‘no deal’?

As I write this, Parliament is off on its Christmas break with the arguments about the meaningful vote still
rumbling on. Meanwhile, both Government and the EU seem to have assumed the worst and have released
advice for no deal. The latest from the EU sets out what it believes European countries might do and it makes
uncomfortable reading. This was the reaction of ECREU member Denise Hope who lives in Italy and set out her
immediate thoughts in a letter to Mssrs Verhofstadt and Goerens, with a similar version to M Barnier and his team:
Dear Mr. Verhofstadt, Dear Mr. Goerens,
I wrote to you back in 2017, about the Brexit referendum, in which neither me or my husband had a
right to vote, and our plight as committed Europeans living in Italy, and previously in Germany, who
have the great misfortune to have British passports and be still technically British citizens. We are
not, of course, citizens in the generally accepted meaning that applies in democratic countries, since
we are disenfranchised, like the seriously criminal and the insane!
Through all the negotiations with the UK, the EU took the preservation of our rights to continue our
lives here as seriously as it did the rights of EU citizens already living in the UK to do likewise. We
much appreciated this, and in particular your persistent efforts on our behalf, since it was clear from
the outset that the UK government would have no interest in our future wellbeing, and for a long
time they refused even to meet our representatives.
For well over 2 years now, our lives have been on hold and we have been in a state of stress and fear.
We relaxed somewhat as the negotiations on citizens rights made progress and saw that the measures
in May’s deal, accepted by the EU at the end of November 2018, would protect the most important,
if not all, our rights. Now, however, sheer madness and irresponsibility reigns in the UK and there
are serious preparations for no-deal. We have been watching with horror, and increasing despair, the
effects of the continuing UK delusions and the petty and irresponsible political in-fighting of the last
weeks.
Finally today the last straw - we have also now been abandoned by the EU. It is left to each country
to decide whether to preserve our rights or declare us illegal immigrants and deport us. This, despite
the fact that the UK has formally signed up to preserving the EU citizens rights for those who moved
there before 29 March 2019 in the event of no deal, and is also prepared, in these circumstances,
to continue various commitments regarding our status, such as paying countries for our access to
healthcare under the S1 system. Italy has still not made any move to prepare for measures to preserve
our rights and the climate of hostility to immigrants and “Italians first” is not guaranteed to make
us feel secure that it will be all right in the end. We applied for Italian citizenship in 2017, only to
find that this year the period between submitting the application and the granting of citizenship has
been doubled from 2 to 4 years -retrospectively. It is, in any case, far from clear whether Italy would
grant UK pensioners like us citizenship. People are only of value in modern societies if they work and
contribute to the economy.
It is very sad that the EU is going to let down a group of people who are probably amongst the most
enthusiastic Europeans in Europe. This would have been an opportunity for the EU to show that,
despite the despicable behaviour of the British government and political class in general, it puts
people first. It could act to stop our rights being taken away from us, particularly since most of us
were not involved in the tragic Brexit decision.
Kind regards and I wish you a happier Christmas than we will have,
Denise Hope
Meanwhile, coalition of groups British in Europe has issued its own response which
follows:
more......
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Responding to the European Commission’s legal proposals to prepare for
the U.K. crashing out of the EU without a Brexit deal, Jane Golding, CoChair of British in Europe said:
A rough landing for people
We are appalled to learn that, while aviation and financial services merit an extension of current agreements
in the case of no deal, people do not.
This means that there will be no soft landing for over 1.2 mn British nationals living on the continent who
will have to adjust to life as third-country nationals overnight once all their EU rights have been stripped
from them.
Commission plans: a barebones proposal for people
In practical terms with only 100 days to go, the Commission is merely asking the EU 27 to make sure we
can still be considered legally resident on 30 March 2019 and stand ready to issue documents to provide
evidence of that. This will be a massive and overwhelming task in some countries. After that, the EU 27
would then be asked to process applications for permanent third country national documents by the end of
2019.
EU and UK must safeguard citizens’ rights now
We have long argued that the withdrawal agreement is flawed and far from perfect but does offer some
protection for Brits and EU citizens in the UK, the vast majority of whom were denied a vote on their own
future in the 2016 Referendum. Once again, we urge the EU and UK to implement what they painstakingly
negotiated last year whatever happens. This is because unilateral guarantees won’t safeguard the lives of 5
million people.
With the spectre of no deal rising again, so are people’s anxiety levels and it is wrong that citizens’ rights
were not guaranteed at the outset. Now British citizens have a been given a clear message that if there is
no deal they are on their own, abandoned by the UK government and the EU. This is a far cry from the
negotiators’ promises that we would be able to live our lives without any changes as before.
And it is an even further one from the blithe but false promises that were made by Vote Leave that the
Vienna Convention would protect us come what may.
Above all, at a time when EU citizens across the EU are questioning whether the European project is relevant
to their lives, is this the legacy that the European Parliament and other institutions want to take into the
European Parliament elections and beyond, as a warning to future mobile citizens?’
19 December 2018
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British in Europe continues to work and lobby for the protection
of your rights. This vital work needs your support, so please click
HERE if you are able to help. ECREU is an active participating
member of BiE
more......
Page:3

But enough doom and gloom - it may never happen!

Our Government insists we are leaving - it just appears they haven’t a clue what the final terms will be should
Mrs May’s deal fail to cross the finishing line. If the PM’s plan is voted down, will Parliament really allow ‘no
deal’? All the rumblings suggest ‘no’, with open talk for extending negotiations or cancelling Article 50. It’s
hard to believe that Parliament will allow the country to descend into the chaos of ‘no deal’, but then most of
us did not believe the UK would vote to leave in the first place.
However, it is for each country to decide the terms for our future and we are beginning to see some positive
proposals. The following notes are aimed at British in France but will be of interest to us all. They are from
an article prepared by Kalba Meadows for English language French newspaper, The Local. Kalba
runs Remain in France Together (RIFT) and is key member of the British in Europe
team:

Are we all doomed?

No. The Commission’s advice is to its Member States. It’s disappointing that they
have no plans to introduce an EU wide transition period for citizens’ rights as they
do for finance and aviation, especially as they always said that citizens were their
first priority. But what we do know is that France is ahead of all the other countries
in its own no deal planning and our rights form a large part of that.

What is France doing to protect our right to stay?

The enabling legislation now has to go to the conseil constitutionnel to be legally
checked, and then to the president for signing. This will happen in January. Article 1
of this law covers the rights of British people resident before 29 March 2019.
The law gives the French government the power to pass - and pass very quickly secondary legislation to cover key areas that will be affected by Brexit, including our
rights. They are very well aware of the danger of a cliff edge exit and that this would
leave us without rights on 30 March if nothing was done.
The exact content won’t be published until they know more about the UK position, but
we know from the discussions as the projet de loi went through the system, that they are contemplating
a form of transition period as they are fully aware that they would be unable to issue every Brit with a
residence permit before 30 March. We (RIFT and BiE) had direct input into this process. We also have
some ideas of their thinking on how they might protect our rights in different circumstances, but this is
still all up for grabs and won’t be fully decided until more is known in January.

Who would be protected if there were no deal?

Anyone living legally in France on or before 29 March 2019. This does not mean that you would have to
hold a Carte de Sejour at that point, but that you met the conditions for legal residence on or before that
date.

Should I still apply for a Carte de Sejour (CdS) now?

Yes, absolutely - it’s more important than ever. Even if your application can’t be dealt with until after
March because you can’t get an appointment, please continue trying as once you have an appointment
you’ll be in the system. If you already have a CdS on 30 March, you’ll be in a better position as you’ll have
evidence that you’re legally resident, which will facilitate your travel and your right to continue working.

What should I do if I can’t get a CdS or get into the system?

Put your dossier together as if you’re making your application, and keep it up to date. That way you’re
ready to roll if an appointment comes up, and you have evidence that you can use to prove your residence
if needed.

Can I rest easy if I already have a CdS?

In some ways, yes, because you have proof of being legally resident now. But there will still be hoops to
jump through, and especially if there is no deal, and at some point your CdS will have to be changed for
one which has your new status as a Third Country National (TCN).
more......
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Important: we advise everyone to make sure that they put together and maintain an up-todate dossier that shows their legal residence for at least 5 years or back to the date of their
arrival, if that’s shorter. This is something practical that you can begin in the New Year.

Should I be panicking?

Absolutely not. Anyone living here legally today will still be able to live here legally after a no-deal Brexit.

How will all this be monitored?

If there’s a no-deal Brexit, British in Europe will have as one of its core functions the
monitoring of citizens’ rights in all the EU27 countries.

Meanwhile, good news for the British in Italy.....

Just in time for Christmas, campaign group British in Italy was able to publish positive moves
forward by the Italian Government.
High level officials from the Ministero degli Affari Esteri met with and confirmed to the committee
of British in Italy that all British nationals legally resident in Italy on 29th March 2019, will continue to be
legally resident with their existing rights to work, even if the UK crashes out of Europe with no deal.
This makes Italy the first EU27 country to publicly declare its plans for citizens’ rights post-Brexit, and to
provide the reassurance we have been awaiting so long.
The officials confirmed that contingency planning by the Italian government for a No Deal Brexit is well
advanced. They are preparing legislation that will be effective by 29th March 2019 to protect the rights of
all those British nationals legally resident in Italy on that date. To get this protection it is ABSOLUTELY
ESSENTIAL to have obtained, or at the very least applied for, residenza at the anagrafe office of the comune
where you live or an attestazione di soggiorno permanente if you have had residenza for five years or more.
If you are applying now, make sure that you get a receipt if you apply in person or, if you are doing so by post
do so by raccomandata con ricevuta di ritorno – PEC if you are doing so by email. (Not all of these methods
may be possible in all areas.)
If you do register you will be liable for Italian taxes but that is the price you pay for having the right of
residence. If you decide not to register you will not have these rights.
T will be a form of ‘transition’ period from midnight on March 29th 2019, during which EU rights of British
nationals legally resident in Italy on March 29th will continue automatically by law. You do not need to
make any application before March 29th, as the rights you get in this stage are automatic. The purpose of the
transition period is to give everyone time to apply for the new status. The length of the this period has yet to
be decided but it is most unlikely to last beyond 2019.
Following the transition period, everyone should have their new status to continue to be legally resident. This
status is that of ‘third country nationals’ (TCN). The details of the new long term TCN status are still being
worked out at both EU and Italian government level. However, the status will, in so far as is possible, replicate
the rights set out under the Withdrawal Agreement including the right to reside, to employment, to access
healthcare and education, as well as rights to social security, pensions and to family reunion.
The Italian government’s approach to TCN status will be to apply the new TCN status in accordance with the
existing EU Directive 2003/109 to all British residents but with a very important difference. - it will apply to
all who are legally resident, whether for 1 year or 20, and there will be no requirement to provide evidence of
private health insurance or specified income levels (all requirements under the existing EU Directive on TCN
applications for long term residence).
To get the new status you will have to apply to your Questura, providing evidence of your residenza or
soggiorno permanente. The government will issue an official communique shortly confirming rights and
status in a No Deal situation.
For more information on what will happen if there is an orderly Brexit and details of applying for citizenship,
go to the British in Italy web site http://www.britishinitaly.net.
Or your can email here: britsinitaly@gmail.com
Page:5

Carte de Sejour sorted

Every month, we hear from members in France having problems applying
for their Carte de Sejour. Kathryn Dobson, a member of the British in Europe
Steering Committee as well as the ECREU team, has been working with British
in Europe colleagues to try and clear up the issues at meetings regionally and in Paris:
Unlike other EU member states, France stopped registering the EU citizens arriving to live here many
years ago. Faced with Brexit, there is now a scramble to find out where we are and how long we have
lived here. For many months, the recommendation has been to apply for a carte de séjour which
establishes your entry date and that you are ‘legally’ resident, with the aim that this will be exchanged at
some future point for whatever our new status may be.
However, in practice, applying for a carte de séjour can be a challenge with appointments stretching
into 2020 if available at all, a bewildering array of different documents required (with and without
translations) depending upon the préfecture you fall under and even the fonctionnaire you see, and a
difference in interpretation of the rules from département to département. For some Brits, language is an
issue and, given that many Brits live deep in La France Profonde, getting to appointments can be difficult
for those that work or are infirm.
As a resident of the Vienne (86), one of the more popular départements with Brits in France (over 2,500
at the last census), and publisher of Living Magazine with readers across the Nouvelle Aquitaine, the
scale of the challenges facing both Brits and the Préfectures that are trying to process them was soon
evident. It was clear that the only way to improve the process would be to work together and with this
in mind, I requested a meeting with our Préfète earlier this year. Several meetings later, having talked
with different teams in the Préfecture to explain the overview of Brexit and the possible scenarios (I am
also a member of the British in Europe steering team) and the experience of readers of Living Magazine
alongside my own experience of applying for a CdS, all went silent for a couple of months over the
summer. But it was not in vain, at rentrée a new process was revealed which resolved many of the issues
we had identified on both sides:
• Dossiers should now be sent in: Gone were the first interviews to bring in dossiers so no chasing
for appointments years out, and now only one Préfecture visit to pick up your CdS. This would
free up Préfecture time as the appointments lasted 20 minutes each, especially if dossiers were
correctly completed first time with all necessary paperwork.
• The documents requested would be limited to the official, national list: No translations required
and only black and white copies to be submitted.
• An information campaign would take place where the Préfecture team would come and talk
directly to Brits where they live to explain the process and answer questions. There would also be
a web page in English added to the Vienne Préfecture site.
• Involvement of the Sous-Préfectures to answer questions, fill in dossiers and accept dossiers with
English-speaking staff available on certain days.
Working together, we have now completed the three information
meetings, talking to over 700 Brits directly in the towns where they
live. Using my local network, the meetings were well publicised (every
seat and more was occupied) and we were able to provide translators so
everyone could understand the details being discussed. The feedback
from all meetings was extremely positive, the process was no longer
frightening and with the necessary forms available at the meeting,
members of the audience were able to take them home to complete and
mail in. The Préfecture also took the
opportunity to reassure residents that
they are valued and that every case would be looked at individually. In
return, we hope that the Préfecture receives correctly completed dossiers
so that they can process as many as possible before the 29 March.
This model has since been shared at recent meetings with the Assemblée
Nationale Brexit Commission, the British Embassy and the Ministry of
the Interior with the hope that elements can be put in place by other key
Préfectures to clear the log jams.
Kathryn Dobson - kathryndobson@ecreu.com
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ECREU Healthcare Bill Evidence

In the last issue, we reported on the Healthcare (International Arrangements) Bill intended to fund and
manage our healthcare after Brexit. It is now at the Report stage in the House of Commons with a date to be
announced.
While it may give us some comfort, the Bill and supporting documents leave us concerned that once free of
EU laws, Secretaries of State could introduce changes in much the same way as Winter Fuel Payments were
withdrawn. So when The House of Commons Public Bill Committee issued an invitation to provide evidence,
ECREU founder and BiE Strategy Team member Roger Boaden prepared a submission which has now been
published on the Parliament Web site.
You can read ECREU’s evidence from this link: http://bit.ly/health-bill-evidence
Follow the Bill’s progress and download a copy from here: http://bit.ly/health-bill-progessUK Government

UK Government web site gives wrong advice to drivers
The UK Government web site driving abroad page is being changed after advice that
anyone returning to the UK permanently after a no-deal Brexit must retake their
driving test before exchanging their European licence was found to be wrong - it
only applies to non-EU licences. The Government web site, https://www.gov.uk/
driving-abroad is to be corrected.

What about driving in the EU?

UK licences will be recognised under the Geneva and Vienna Traffic Conventions of
1949 and 1968. UK licence holders in the EU may also need a appropriate International
Driving Permit depending how each country responds to the UK’s requirements.
But the 1949 Geneva convention is used in Ireland, Spain, Malta and Cyprus, while the 1968
Vienna convention is used in all other EU countries, plus Norway and Switzerland. So if
you drive into Spain from France or Portugal, you will also need both forms of International
Driving Permit if you hold a UK licence.
By recognising UK licences, you will not have to take a local driving test to get a local licence, but there may be
additional paperwork required, so the advice is to swap now, before Brexit happens. Rules for exchanging a
UK licence for a local EU one will be down to each country.
Full details can be found on page 19 of European Commission document ‘NOTICE ON TRAVELLING
BETWEEN THE EU AND THE UNITED KINGDOM FOLLOWING WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM FROM THE EU’ which can be downloaded HERE.
Visiting the EU from the UK will require the appropriate International Driving Permit or Permits for the
Conventions. From February 1st, these will only be obtainable from certain Post Offices and not on-line. So if
you are already in the EU, a trip back to UK will be required. See the Government web page from this link
NOTE: Although there may be no border checks, the Police do carry out spot checks on motorists - especially
if you are stopped for speeding or involved in a traffic incident - so you really do need the correct paperwork.

So should I do anything now?

If you live in the EU and have not already done so, get your country of residence
driving licence now and put your car on the national register. Or buy a local car.

Don’t let ‘No Deal’ happen!
Email or write to your MP appealing for a second referendum
Find the MP where you last lived here: http://bit.ly/uk-mp
This has nothing to do with voting rights - you are still represented by the MP where you last lived in UK, even after 15 years abroad
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British Embassy Outreach Meeting,
Ourique - December 12

Against the back-drop of political upheaval over Brexit in Westminster, the
Consular Outreach team came to Ourique to explain just how Brexit is going to
affect our Expat lives here in Portugal. It was headed By Consul Simona Demuro
and Lorna Geddie, who both gave presentations in their individual areas of expertise.
Before Simona and Lorna gave their presentations, Marcelo Guerreiro, Presidente da Câmara of Ourique,
gave a short speech saying how much the Brits are valued by Ourique. He said that we bring fresh ideas and
wisdom to the wonderful rural way of life we have here in the Baixo Alentejo and we would be greatly missed
if we were to go. He said that not only does Ourique want us to stay but Portugal wants us to stay and that
any problems thrown up be Brexit can be overcome. His door is always open. He received a rousing and
appreciative round of applause.
The topics under discussion boiled down to four main areas:
•
•
•
•

The need for residency status
Driving after Brexit
Our EU citizen’s rights after Brexit
‘Swallows’

The biggest problem with Brexit is the unknown. Currently, there’s been no word from the Portuguese
government about exactly what rights we will retain after Brexit because they are waiting to see what the UK
government will do. Therefore, some of our questions cannot be answered at the moment.
A useful web site for up-to-date information is: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-portugal
You can sign up for email alerts which is a useful way to remain up-to-date. Also this paper explains the
policy on EU rights in the case of a No-deal Brexit: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/762222/Policy_paper_on_citizens__rights_in_the_event_
of_a_no_deal_Brexit.pdf
To be fully protected you will need to have residency if you are here for longer than 90 days. That was
stressed repeatedly by both Simona and Lorna. If you are a UK state pensioner you should have an S1 health
form lodged with the Portuguese social security, as this will enable you to have treatment here paid for by
the UK government.
The topic of state pensions was raised several times. State pensions will be paid anywhere in the world,
but the UK government chooses not to give some Expat pensioners the annual raise. Although the UK
government has undertaken to continue to raise our pensions annually there’s a worrying phrase in the
latest preparedness notice that puts that in question. ‘Subject to reciprocity’ is the phrase and I have asked
the Embassy to get a definitive meaning of it for us. I will let you know.
There is also another question over pension uprating that, as yet, has no answer. Under the Withdrawal
Agreement, as legal residents we retain almost all our EU citizen’s rights in our host country after Brexit.
However, we lose the right of free movement into the rest of the EU and this could potentially mean that we
will not carry our benefit rights with us if we choose to live in another EU country as third country nationals.
In other words, our pensions could be frozen.
One right we will lose in our host country is the right to vote in local elections and EU elections. However,
there may be bilateral arrangements made, but that’s in the gift of the Portuguese government.
There’s also another complication, that of the Schengen area. The Schengen Area is separate from the EU
and the UK is not in Schengen, but we are allowed free movement within Schengen as EU citizens. It’s
been agreed that UK citizens will not need a Schengen visa, but without any residency in one of the EU27
countries, we can only spend 90 days in any 180 in the entire Schengen area.
more......
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Time spent in your host country is ignored. Even with permanent residency of an EU state, the right to free
movement has been withdrawn from us. When Leavers voted to take away free movement for EU nationals
moving to the UK they also took away the freedom of movement of all British Citizens. The only way to
regain freedom of movement is to take on another EU nationality. Check out your ancestry to see if you have
an Irish Granny!
Driving licenses led to a lively discussion and the advice is to follow Portuguese law and register your UK
licence with IMT. You will be able to drive on that licence until it expires, which in the case of UK licenses is
70 years of age. There is more about driving licenses with links on page 7.
For those trying to get an appointment with SEF to apply for their permanent residency or renew an expired
permanent residency, contacting SEF is a nightmare. You can book an appointment online to attend any SEF
office in the country, but you have to be prepared to travel. The online booking system only works for in-date
residencies so be sure to do this before it runs out. Failing that, try by telephone, with an ample supply of
coffee and sandwiches. SEF web page in English: https://www.sef.pt/en/Pages/pre-marcacao-online.aspx
Access to UK banks also came up as a question, because there’s some doubt if pensions from UK banks and
insurance companies will have passporting rights to pay the money into the EU. Lorna said that there is
currently a lot of background work going into this area but the advice was for everyone that could be affected
to contact their bank or pension provider and ask what provisions were being made.
Lastly we came to ‘Swallows’, the affectionate term used by the Embassy, to describe those that spend 6
months in the UK and 6 months here. All were advised to get temporary residency as the law states that it is
required after being 90 days here. In the audience we had a lawyer who specialises in immigration matters
and she was able to reassure everyone that temporary residency is different from fiscal residency, so unless
someone trips the 183 day rule when tax registration becomes due, there’s no ‘risk’ in having temporary
residency. Without temporary residency, after Brexit no UK national can spend more than 90 days in
Schengen which of course includes Portugal.
By the end of the meeting, the feeling was genuinely that everyone had learnt something and that it had been
useful and worthwhile.
Sue Fletcher - contact@ecreu.com

Votes for Life

On Friday 23rd February 2018, the House of Commons
gave Glyn Davies MP’s Overseas Electors private
member’s Bill a second reading.
On Tuesday 16th October, the House passed the Money
Resolution for £20,000, despite Labour MPs using an
arcane procedure last used in 1912 in an attempt to
halve the amount; this allowed the Bill to move into its
Committee Stage before moving into the House of Lords.
The House of Commons Committee Stage began on
Wednesday 17th October and was attended throughout
by Tristan Feunteun and Heather Harper MBE. It
concluded successfully on Wednesday 14th November.
“When this Bill becomes law, it will make Votes for Life
for Britons living overseas a reality - a longstanding
objective of Conservatives Abroad.” - Heather Harper
MBE

World War II Veteran and Votes for
Life campaigner, Harry Shindler MBE
pictured with Glyn Davies MP, Heather
Harper MBE, Sir Roger Gale MP and
Tristan Feunteun.

......From Conservatives Abroad Newsletter
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Spain after Brexit

The story of Brexit rumbles on and the implications for us in Spain are much the
same as for all other British citizens living in Europe.....one of uncertainty and
hope that the Spanish government will be generous to us if there is no deal.
While estate agents continue to encourage people to move to Spain - and it
appears that the flow has actually increased just recently - the implications of living in
a European country post Brexit are a mystery to most. We beg everyone to tell any new arrivals
about the information given on the Embassy web site Living in Spain (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
living-in-spain) which is kept up to date with the requirements for paperwork, registration etc.
The British Ambassador Simon Manley (to be replaced in the summer by Hugh Elliott) continues, as required,
to push the Government line. However both he and his staff are very much involved in keeping in touch with
the worries of the British population in Spain.
The last of the roadshows by the Consuls has just taken place and ECREU has taken note of those who ask for
visits to their areas and passed the information on the Consulate.
ECREU was invited, together with Coalition partners Bremain and Brexpats Hear Our Voice, to a meeting in
Valencia at the beginning of December. Your worries and concerns were raised and we stressed the feelings of
anger and distress at your lives being turned upside down, the lack of freedom of movement destroying your
businesses and taking away the means of support of your families. The Ambassador and Consul are very much
aware of these issues.
The Embassy has also produced a factual leaflet. You can download a copy from http://bit.ly/spain-leaflet.

British people voting in elections 2019

On May 26 next year, Spain will go to the polls and vote for members of the European Parliament, all
councillors in municipalities across Spain, all seats in 38 provincial parliaments(diputaciones) and regional
elections in 13 autonomous communities, local elections in the Basque Country, and in the 10 island councils
in the Baleares and Canaries.
British people (as European Citizens and over the age of 18) living in Spain who are registered on the local
Padrón and have asked to be on the electoral roll are allowed to vote in local elections and European elections.
However if Brexit happens that situation could change, with us no longer allowed to vote in the European or
local elections. ECREU has led the request to the British Government to come to an agreement about voting in
Spain. This is the latest from the Embassy:
‘We are in the process of adding a factual update to our Living in Spain Guide. Please note that the
Spanish Electoral Census Office has stated that anyone (UK nationals included) who wishes to vote in
the local elections next May must register on the electoral roll by 30 January 2019. They have stated UK
nationals registered within the deadline will remain on the register until March 30 2019 after which date
they would be removed (once the UK leaves the EU)
‘However, the UK is seeking a bilateral agreement with Spain on voting rights and we hope any such
agreement would progress sufficiently by March to avoid UK nationals being removed from the list
‘Discussions with the Spanish are under way (the only country with whom we are currently negotiating
on this issue, given the deadlines and importance) and as information becomes available, we will inform
the press and update the Living in Spain guide.’

Registration

The bureaucracy about registration with the Spanish authorities has been made much more specific. As we
know, there are tens of thousands of long term holiday makers here. Some are swallows, moving regularly
between the UK and Spain. Others stay for the winter and return to the UK in the summer. The law is very
clear: if you are here for more than 3 consecutive months you must register with the authorities. This is the
same for all nationalities, not just the British.
more......
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Health care and the padrón while Brexit is imminent

It is becoming apparent from our increasing postbag that British people are being refused medical treatment
and are not being allowed to register on the padrón. If this is happening to you, contact us immediately and we
will send the information to the Consulate. Britain has not left the European Union until it actually leaves!

Dual nationality

Our coalition colleagues Eurocitizens are working on a request to the Spanish parliament to make a change
in the law to allow dual nationality for certain groups of British living in Spain. ECREU supports them and
is working with them to try to include retired British citizens as well. Contact us if you are interested in more
information.

Gibraltar

The thorny question of Gibraltar has disappeared from the headlines but is still a problem waiting to explode
once the type of Brexit has been decided. Spain needs good relations with Gibraltar, the same as Gibraltar
needs with Spain. More than 13,000 cross the border daily (8,000 are Spanish) to work and there are close
family links. Julie Girling the MEP who represents SW England and Gibraltar, reminds us that 96% of
Gibraltarians voted to remain and that an open border is essential but she fears that the border issue could be
used by either the UK or Spain in future discussions.

....Latest up-date:

As we finished this newsletter, reports were coming in that the Spanish Prime Minister has taken control of the
arrangements if there is a no deal Brexit. Citizens Rights are specifically mentioned, covering securing health
care for the retired UK citizens, the right to remain in Spain for the 300,000 and academic qualifications being
recognised. (Work is still to be done on the details of the registration of British citizens).
Newspapers report that Spain is one of the EU countries that has the closest ties with the UK, forcing the
government to anticipate the worst possible scenario of no deal. The airline Iberia is vulnerable as will be trade
with a hard border and Gibraltar has, apparently, taken up a lot of diplomatic time.
The Spanish government believes that, even if the general Withdrawal Agreement were to be rejected – the
document contains a specific protocol on Gibraltar – the bilateral arrangements that Madrid and London
have signed up to relating to the British Overseas Territory would remain in force, and that would guarantee
an understanding on the four key issues that cause friction between Spain and The Rock: the movement of
citizens, tobacco smuggling, tax issues and environmental disputes. It is yet to be seen whether the UK will
accept these memorandums should the Brexit deal between Brussels and London be dashed.
Eurocitizens has invited ECREU to a meeting which it has secured with the deputy Prime Minister to consider
these issues.
More details in News Republic from: HERE
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Margaret Hales - margarethales@ecreu.com

Let us know and we’ll give you a platform
Send your thoughts to: contact@ecreu.com

I would like to congratulate you and all ECREU volunteers for keeping all of us informed about the
events surrounding the turmoil that our Prime Minister and the whole of the U.K. MPs have put us
in with their dithering over BREXIT. At our stage in life we can do without all the concerns that have
been thrown at all EXPATS and particularly the younger people who have created a business here.
......ECREU Member Gordon (Spain)
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Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy - italy@ecreu.com
Spain - spain@ecreu.com

ex-Forces - briankemp@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has 10,835 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:
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Ple ital wor o ECREU is an active participating member of British in Europe, the
the v
coalition of citizen’s groups in the EU This vital work needs your
support, so please click HERE if you are able to help.
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