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We Have Contact.... at last!

Since the referendum, ECREU and our colleagues at British
in Europe (BiE) have met with key players from the EU
including Mr Barnier, Mr Verhofstadt, and UK ministers the latter mainly ‘off the record’.
We were beginning to think we would be contacted by extra terrestrials
before we heard anything from David Davis when - after some 18 months
of trying - he finally got in touch late last month.
After some lobbying and pressure, Mr Davis was persuaded to reply to
a letter from Roger Boaden, asking pertinent questions about freedom
of movement, cross-border working, professional qualifications and
other key outstanding issues. This is Mr Davis’ reply:
Dear Roger,
CITIZENS’ RIGHTS
Thank you for your letter of 4 April, regarding your concerns about citizens’ rights.
As previously, I want to again assure you that safeguarding the rights of EU citizens living in the UK and
UK nationals living in the EU has been a first priority for our negotiations. The agreement reached in
December, and now written into the draft legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement, will enable families
who have built their lives together in the EU and UK to stay together. It will provide people with more
certainty about residence, healthcare, pensions and other benefits.
On your concerns about the rights to onward movement, and the ability to move and work across EU
borders: I fully understand that this is an important issue for many UK nationals living in the EU, and it
is also an important issue for me. The UK pushed strongly for this to be included during the first phase of
negotiations but the EU made clear that it was not ready to include it in the Withdrawal Agreement. The
Citizens’ Rights part of the Withdrawal Agreement is of significant interest to the European Parliament,
and onward movement remains an issue which they would like to be included in the agreement. I have
also raised this issue with the leaders of the individual Member States when I have visited them.
You also raise the issue of the mutual recognition of professional qualifications (MRPQ). We have
agreed the continued recognition of qualifications, where recognition decisions were received or where
recognition procedures were ongoing, before the end of the implementation period. This will cover the
European Professional Card, qualifications recognised under the MRPQ directive for the purpose of
establishment (but not for the temporary and occasional provision of services), lawyers practising under
host state title, approved statutory auditors, and persons engaged in the trade and distribution of toxic
products.
On the rights of family members to return to the UK in the future, under the Withdrawal Agreement
EU citizens resident in the UK before the end of the implementation period will be entitled to apply
for settled status, which will confer on them a permanent right to reside under UK immigration law.
Those that arrive in the UK after the end of the implementation period, who are not covered under the
Withdrawal Agreement, will be subject to the UK’s future immigration arrangements. These future
arrangements will depend on the outcome of the negotiations, and the Home Office will be setting out
initial proposals for our future immigration arrangements in due course.
more......
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The issue you raise on family reunification is an important one. To be clear, during the implementation
period UK nationals can bring family to their host state as now. For those covered under the Withdrawal
Agreement, future family reunion will be the same as set out in the December deal and will cover close
family members, including spouses, where the relationship exists at December 2020. This means that
spouses who are not resident with a UK national by the end of the implementation period can join later
under current rules, as long as the relationship continues to exist. Future spouses and partners will need
to meet the future immigration requirements of their host state, and this will be a matter for Member
States to decide.
Looking further ahead, the Prime Minister has acknowledged that UK nationals will still want to work
and study across the EU -just as EU citizens will want to do the same here, helping to shape and drive
growth, innovation and enterprise. As part of our future partnership, businesses across the EU and the
UK must be able to attract and employ the people they need, and the Prime Minister made clear in her
Mansion House speech on March 2 that we are open to discussing how to facilitate these valuable links.
While freedom of movement is ending, there will continue to
be migration and mobility between the UK and the EU after we
leave. Therefore, we want to agree an appropriate labour mobility
framework that enables UK and EU businesses and professionals
to travel and provide services. There are a number of ways in
which this may work and we are carefully considering our options
and the potential impacts they may have on different categories of
people.
Any legislation will involve consultations and information
gathering exercises. Expats have an important perspective to offer
in this area, and I would encourage you to continue to make your
views known to the Government through these means.
We will discuss these arrangements with the EU in due course
-at every step of the negotiations, we will work to ensure the best
possible outcome for the British people.
Thank you again for writing,
RT HON DAVID DAVIS MP – SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
EXITING THE EUROPEAN UNION

So there you have it – ‘from the horses mouth’. The letter far from clarifies some
of Roger’s issues and this was the reaction of BiE chair, lawyer Jane Golding:
‘We challenge the comments about free movement. We are not aware that the issue was raised
officially post December, or that the offer made in September was renewed. Recognition of
qualifications in the country of residence is not sufficient and in any case, some qualifications are not
covered at all.
‘If we can have future family reunification with existing family members in our countries of
residence, why we can’t have it when we return to our own country of origin? Also, on future family
reunification, this will only affect a finite group of people - probably those in their 20s - and those
who currently have rights as family members, e.g. dependent children, will never have rights as ‘right
holders’, so they won’t get future family reunification rights anyway.’
Roger is working with BiE to keep these issues a priority for the negotiators and out in the
open.
rogerboaden@ecreu.com
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Confused and Misinformed

Our latest survey into resident status after Brexit has
prompted a number of responses from members
either confused or in some cases, misinformed. It
also seems some are wondering just what is the
point of these surveys?

To address the second point first, our legal experts at British
in Europe analyse all documents and draft agreements
released as part of the negotiating process. They identify weaknesses or areas which
may conflict with EU laws concerning our rights and use this to prepare advice and discussion documents
which then go back to the negotiators to support our lobbying programmes.
These submissions, and frequent discussion with Mr Barnier and other
key players must be based on meaningful facts and figures, which is
where the surveys come in. It is one way to make sure your experiences
and concerns can be highlighted.
So simply clicking a few boxes on the survey form means you can play a
vital part in supporting our efforts.

So why is resident status an issue now?

Because as things stand at the moment, thanks to Mrs May’s instance that all EU citizens in the UK must
apply for ‘Settled Status’ after Brexit, the EU countries are likely to insist on the same for UK citizens in their
countries. If that happens, then having preestablished rights to reside might make any new process much
easier.
We don’t know how any new process might work, but these thoughts form an ECREU member in The
Netherlands might illustrate why some are very worried:
Your survey brought it all back to me, those dark winter mornings in 1974/1975. For your initial
application you made an appointment at the police department “Dienst Vreemdelingenzaken”,
affectionately known to all us new expats as the Strange Police.
Although you had all your papers with you to apply for work and residence permits (this was still
1 year away from Britain joining the Common Market), you knew and had rehearsed the ritual
beforehand.
After arriving at 5 am (arrive later and you would be told that you would not be admitted, and
you had to make a new application for an appointment) there followed a 5-hour wait in a tiny
waiting room with just one filthy toilet available. You were then called into an interview room
where you sat facing a police officer who told you that you had no right to reside or work and had
to leave within 24 hours.
You were prepared for this and asked for a written version of this decision which could be
challenged in court (“voor beroep vatbare beslissing”), and you handed over a letter which you
had previously prepared in consultation with the immigration lawyers (who were specialised and
worked with the Dutch company I then worked for), stating as much. The officer would then take
your document away and you would be sent back to the waiting room. After about another hour of
waiting, you would be called back and told your request was being reconsidered and you would be
called up for another appointment.
At that appointment (same waiting time and filthy toilet) you would be given a document saying
you had been granted leave to remain and work for 6 months. After that 1 year and then 5 years
(though by this time Britain was in the Common Market).
more......
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Somewhere in the early 1990s I was informed that I had indefinite leave to remain and work in
The Netherlands (“vestigingsvergunning” - right to establish).
However shortly after that Dutch fascist politicians Fortuyn, Verdonk and Wilders gained
ascendancy and this right was screwed back to 5 years, although my last pass expired in 2008
and though I applied for renewal I never heard from the immigration authority (which had by
this time been transferred from the police to a government department) again. Since then I have
retired and drawn what little pension I am entitled to so I assume I’m allowed to stay. At least
until now that is.
Now I will have to apply for Dutch citizenship in order to be able to continue to live in The
Netherlands and freely travel to and from my second home (just a little flat) in Italy. That will
involve, I am sure, much humiliation once again at the hands of officialdom, being required to take
various tests of “adaptation to the Netherlands” (courtesy of Fortuyn, Verdonk and Wilders), and
swearing away British citizenship and taking an oath of allegiance to King Willem-Alexander.
All of which I find rather distasteful as I regard myself as a European citizen and I would rather
not swear any oaths to or from the hopelessly (in the global society of the 21st century) outmoded
concept of nation-states, let alone kings. (Although to be fair, Willy-Alex seems a fairly decent
bloke without any of the pomposity of his awful mother and with a good deal less malevolent
political power.)
The tests of “adaptation” are a sad joke, as although I could pass them with flying colours (I speak
perfect Dutch though I say it myself), my instinct in response to these insulting procedures is to
give nonsense answers - what colour is Dutch cheese? (a)Blue (b)Green (c)Grey (d)Yellow; my
answer: a). I don’t know how I will be able to control myself.....
Just a few extra reflections on this whole sad business - PH Netherlands

How to establish your right of residence

The following has been prepared by ECREU and BiE team
member Christopher Chantrey OBE, who is also viceChairman of the The British Community Committee (BCC)
founded in 1937 to represent the British Community in
France.
It concerns applying for a residence permit (carte de
séjour) in France, but similar systems apply in other EU
countries.
In the old days (before 2004!) UK nationals living in France and
other EU member states were required to hold a residence permit
or carte de séjour. But since 2004, as European Union citizens, the carte de
séjour has become little more than an optional extra for Britons living in France. Convenient for
collecting registered letters, but not mandatory.
Today, with a botched Brexit very much on the horizon, the recommendation of the British Community
Committee of France (the BCC), ECREU and British in Europe is to apply for an EU citizen’s carte de séjour
before the rush. Our hope is that when the UK leaves the EU and becomes a ‘third country’, the French
authorities will offer UK nationals in France some sort of special status that reflects the fact that they have
already been living legally in France for several years.
The best we can hope for is some sort of exchange system (think driving licences!) under which we would
exchange our carte de séjour for EU nationals for whatever new card France invents for us. We are discussing
this with the Ministère de l’Intérieur, insisting that any new system should recognize our existing rights and a
change of status which has been imposed on us from outside, and not force us to apply (with the risk of being
turned down) for ‘new’ rights as if we never had them in the past.
more......
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You may think it’s difficult to get a carte de séjour at the moment
-- the situation varies from préfecture to préfecture - but after
March 2019, the French authorities expect to be inundated with
applications, leading to further delays and frustration.
So we advise all UK nationals who fulfil the conditions
for a carte de séjour to begin the process as soon as
possible, so that they are in the system, and in the
hope that an exchange process will materialize.
How you go about asking for a carte de séjour depends on the
préfecture. So the best plan is to go to your préfecture’s web site - for
example, try Googling “préfecture [name of town] étrangers”. A random search for
the foreigners’ department at the Angoulême préfecture took me to a page where I learned that there,
foreigners are received by appointment only, on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, and that to get an
appointment you first have to go to www.charente.gouv.fr and click on démarches administratives, then on
prendre un rendez-vous... or you can phone 05 45 97 62 49, but only on Wednesdays or Fridays between
8.30 and 12.30 and request an appointment.

Applying in different Departements

Don’t expect it to be the same in other départements, it won’t be!
In Paris, you have to request an appointment preferably by filling in the e-mail form on this page http://bit.
ly/2Kuk892 or by e-mailing pp-dpg-6eb-bureau-ordre@interieur.gouv.fr or by telephoning 3430 (0.06 € per
minute, plus your provider’s call charge).
And don’t expect it to be plain sailing, either. The Ministère de
l’Intérieur tells us that since residence permits have not been obligatory
for nationals of EU member states for the last fourteen years, many
préfecture employees have simply forgotten how to issue them, or never
learned how to. But the law is on your side.
If a préfecture employee refuses to entertain your request, remind them
politely that paragraph 2 of Article L121-2 of the Code de l’entrée et
du séjour des étrangers et du droit d’asile (CESEDA) says “Ils ne sont
pas tenus de détenir un titre de séjour. S’ils en font la demande, il leur
est délivré un titre de séjour.” (They, i.e. we Brits among others, are
not obliged to hold a residence permit. If they request one, a residence
permit is issued to them). It may be worth printing out and taking
with you a copy of article L.121-2 which you can access at http://bit.
ly/2KvpbWU
Another reference to show préfecture employees who haven’t quite got
it would be the Ministry’s own website http://bit.ly/2L74jXh
Click on the first of the two options in the box in the middle of the screen (Vous êtes ressortissant(e) de
l’UE EEE/Suisse. Vous pouvez demander un titre de séjour européen) and then on the appropriate line
according to your circumstances. If you have lived in France for 5 years or more, click on Vous demandez
une carte de séjour permanent. The resulting page will be the one to print out and show them. Obviously
you must comply scrupulously with the requirements shown, otherwise the préfecture would have grounds
for refusing your request. But the Ministry assures us that, provided you produce the required documents,
all préfectures have a duty to issue the card. Préfectures do not have the right to vary the rules set by the
Ministry or to make up their own rules.
The Ministry also undertook to look into cases of UK nationals being denied the carte de séjour to which they
are entitled - so if it happens to you, please write to britishinfrance@gmail.com and tell us, giving as much
information as possible about the circumstances of your request and the refusal. hristopher Chantrey OBE
Christopher Chantrey OBE
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The British Embassy in Paris can also help if members living in
France encounter difficulties obtaining a Carte de Sejour. Here,
it offers support if you encounter a bureaucratic ‘brick wall’ and
outlines what France may do to help UK citizens resident here after Brexit.....

Advice From The British Embassy........
As part of its role to represent the interest of British nationals in France, the British Embassy
is aware of difficulties that have been encountered by some British nationals in receiving cartes
de sejours. This issue predated the referendum on leaving the EU but, of course, is particularly
relevant today.
The Embassy is therefore actively collating feedback on any issues faced by British nationals in
obtaining a carte de sejour and raises those issues regularly with the Ministry of Interior. If you
have any problems relating to your carte de sejour, please contact france.enquiries@fco.gov.uk .
The Ministry have, as a result, spoken to individual prefectures concerned, as well as issuing a
general reminder to all prefectures that British nationals living legally in France and meeting the
criteria for a Carte de Séjour have the right to request the appropriate local French authorities to
issue one.
The Ministry of Interior are also working on the system they may put in place after Brexit,
including to decide whether, and how, they will ask British nationals to register. The agreements
already made with the EU commit them to keeping any such system as light touch as possible, and
as soon as the French Government has reached a decision, information will be shared as widely as
possible.
On these and other issues, the Embassy continue to hold outreach events around the country,
together with a regular newsletter and social media updates for Britons living in France. To stay
up to date on the latest visit their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ukinfrance and Twitter
https://twitter.com/UKinFrance accounts or sign up to their newsletter Voisins Voices at https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/voisins-voices-a-newsletter-for-the-british-community-infrance .

‘Ask your Government’ at a British Embassy Outreach meeting near you...

Hosted by either the Ambassador, Lord Llewellyn, or Ministre Plénipotentiaire, Matthew Lodge (No2
in the Embassy), this is your opportunity to meet Government representatives first hand. This is your
opportunity to question the Ambassador or his deputy first hand.
28 May 2018 - PÉRIGUEUX

26 June 2018 - GARD (Nîmes)

18 June 2018 - AUDE

11 July 2018 - HÉRAULT (Montpellier)

Clicking the venue will take you to the booking web site. Alternatively, details will be on the Embassy
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ukinfrance) or in the Embassy newsletter, ‘Voisins Voice’.
Embassy web site: https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-paris
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‘Stalwart Brits’

Spain is centre stage again when it comes to Brexit. Questions
about how many UK citizens are actually here, a determined
campaign for dual nationality (Spain with Britain) and, of course,
Gibraltar - one of the thorns in Mrs May’s side.
Interestingly, the people in Gibraltar seem to catch the
imagination of the tabloid press in a way that those of us who
live in the rest of Spain never can. They are called the ‘stalwart
Brits’ who voted 99% to stay in the European Union and yet
there are only 34,500 of them. Even the official number of UK
citizens in Spain is nearly 10 times that number.
But the ‘Brits in Gib’ are seen as the front line with the enemy
(Europe) and they need to be protected. There will of course
have to be a compromise because both people in Spain
(especially those close to the border) and in Gibraltar need
to travel for work and see their families. The economies are
somewhat symbiotic, after all.

EHIC and holiday makers in Spain – and the rest of the EU

Spain is reputed to have more British people owning holiday homes than any other European country. In
that case, the issue of the EHIC will concern many. The EHIC system will continue for those UK citizens
resident in Spain and in the EU 27 (that’s us permanent residents), if we were resident (officially) before the
end of the transition period - and even if we are receiving healthcare through S1 system and so paid by NHS
in UK. But it has NOT been decided if the EHIC continues for those UK citizens resident in the UK, that is
the holiday home owners not just with property in Spain, but in any EU country. British in Europe is actively
pursuing this.

Mystery of British population figures.

The majority of British migrants living in Europe are of working age, even in Spain, the most popular EU
country for UK citizens to settle in. The British Office for National Statistics 2018 says that two-thirds of the
784,900 British citizens recorded as long-term residents in the EU (excluding the UK and Ireland) are aged
between 15 and 64. More of them live in Spain than any other country and they say that the numbers are
decreasing.
But these figures have been seriously challenged by the research project BrExpats: freedom of movement,
citizenship and Brexit in the lives of Britons resident in the European Union (Goldsmiths College). They say
that the true figure is closer to that of 2008, some 1.8 million and if you include the many non-registered,
cross border workers and second home owners, all those affected by Brexit, it will be closer to 3.6 million.
Some of this mystery is caused by us who live here. In the mistaken belief that registering on the padrón will
bring the tax office hammering on your door, the numbers registered on the have fallen considerably. If you
are one of those, think what effect you are having. First of all, by falsely reducing the figures you are reducing
the income of your own municipality for services and improvements. Secondly, you are allowing the British
government to falsely minimise the effects of Brexit on us by saying that we are irrelevant and there are less
than a million of us. If you want to read more go to https://theconversation.com/far-more-britons-live-ineurope-than-government-statistics-suggest-95477

Registration in Spain

The rules have not yet been decided but of course our residencia is issued to us as European Union citizens,
so it will need to change.. Work is still being done on working out future arrangements.
more......
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Joint nationality.

Here in Spain joint nationality (i.e. Spanish and another country) is not allowed except by the passing of a
special law. This has happened before, specifically for some South American countries and most noticeably
the Sephardic Jews. Nationality is much protected and celebrated in Spain. One of the minority parties had
a motion requesting a change in the law specifically for Brits left adrift by Brexit, but it was defeated recently
in the Spanish Senate.
This however, leaves hundred of thousands of British people in some difficulty after Brexit. Those who really
could do with joint nationality are the young whose future should be one of opportunities and adventure!
ECREU supports the Joint Nationality Campaign which already has the support of other
groups in Spain and is being spearheaded by Europats and Giles Tremlett, renowned
author and journalist.
The campaign will go forward in three stages:
1

Presenting a draft law to the Madrid government this month.

2 Presenting the same law to Parliament before the end of the summer.
3 If neither of the above initiatives work, consulting with the European Court in
Luxembourg to ask whether the Spanish government has an obligation to offer joint
nationality to pre-Brexit residents.
In addition, there will also be questions to the government to explain why nationality
applications are taking so long, and how long applicants should expect to wait.
Giles writes: ‘We may need some support later on to help promote this campaign in
regional parliaments and town halls. Please let us know if you might be prepared to lend a
hand when, or if, that moment comes. The early stages of the campaign are backed by some
of the largest UK citizens groups in Spain and we hope to keep them all on board as we go
forward. If you represent or belong to a group which would like to back us, please let us
know by emailing: jointnationality@gmail.com.
“The Campaign is looking for people who are either about to receive their Spanish
nationality, or have recently received it, and who are willing to take a case to Luxembourg.
The aim is that this should be entirely cost-free. Please let us know if you can help.”

And finally....

What is the situation of health and social care of the elderly
immigrants in Spain? The British Consulate in Alicante - and
regional governments across Spain - are realising (perhaps
belatedly) that the elderly population in here includes many
British and other nationalities. Many do not speak Spanish.
Several of us have taken the initiative to work with the Consulate
and Spanish authorities to inform residents about what Spain
can provide as well as the work of local charities. This is not
Photo Margaret (left) with retired health workers
specifically the work of ECREU, but it is about being able to
who are supporting elderly Brits in the Marina
Alta. Elaine (centre) is President of Help Jalon
prepare for our future and to continue to live here.
Finally, some parts of the media do actually recognise that we exist! BBC East plan to come to the Marina
Alta part of the Costa Blanca and interview people on how they are coping with all this uncertainty. If you
last lived in the east of England and are interested in taking part, email margarethales@ecreu.com.
Margaret Hales
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Applying for Italian citizenship – update

The February 2018 ECREU newsletter provided some background information
on the process of applying for Italian citizenship, our personal experience
of the first stage of assembling the documentation and finding a non-profit
organization CONSOL in Bolzano which helps immigrants to submit the online application and oversees the process.
Soon after applying we encountered the Kafkaesque problem that the Italian authorities would not
accept our entirely normal, validated birth and marriage certificates and current passports as sufficient
evidence of our identities, and in particular of my routine change of surname on marriage to that of my
husband.
They asked for a certification of our identities by the British Embassy/consulate. The British consulate
insisted they were not in a position to do this so we had to pay for the professional services of a British
lawyer in Rome, Charlotte Oliver, recognized by the Embassy, to produce a certification. The Italian
authorities accepted the scanned copy of this document and said they were content to see the original at
our appointment on 16 April.
This appointment, which is sometimes referred to as an ‘interview’, turned out to
be no such thing. Italy appears to be different from Germany and several
other countries in this respect. There is no question at all of asking you
questions or testing how good your Italian is or your knowledge of Italy.
It is only to check the documents, i.e. the apostillated and translated
original documentation – birth and marriage certificates and the police
certificates. They keep the latter. The other certificates are handed back.
The whole thing was done in about 15 minutes. The only point of discussion was
regarding our civil service pensions, which since they are not taxable in Italy, are
not reflected in the information required on taxable income.
This meant that our income appeared lower than it really is, since only our small
state pensions are reflected in our Italian income tax returns. They have since
asked for copies of the P60s for our Civil Service pensions for the last 3
years and seem content that they are evidence of sufficient income.
These documents now have to be provided in certified Italian translations
just as for the other documents. Anyone who is in a similar position
would do well to provide these at the outset. We came away with the
strong impression that the crucial issues are – sufficient income and no
criminal record.
Denise and Michael Hope, Merano

You can help us influence the negotiations....

British in Europe (BiE) gives ECREU and other groups in the EU representation
at the highest levels of Government, attending meetings and committee sessions
which would otherwise be difficult for us all to attend in person.
Please support this essential work - our future in our chosen country may
depend on it. Any contribution - however modest - will be gratefully received. Just
go to this link......
https://britishineurope.org/donate-today/
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Letter from Finland

Summer has arrived in Finland with temperatures reaching 24C in some
parts. Even in Lapland, they are experiencing temperatures in the high teens
and low twenties. So, if someone ever tells you that Finland is a cold country,
you can let them know that it can certainly be as warm as the UK in the
summer, with far less rain and strong winds.
The new British Ambassador Tom Dodd discussed Britain’s departure from the European Union at a
town hall meeting for the British community in Helsinki on 25 April 2018. He explained that not much will
change after Brexit Day for those who have already registered in one of the EU countries.
This prompted a question from a lady in the audience, who asked “if nothing is going to change, what’s the
point of Brexit”?............ There were several questions regarding professional licences and the ability to
travel for work or pleasure, within the EU after Brexit.
The Embassy produced three separate videos of the event which can be seen on the British Embassy Helsinki
Facebook group, the British in Finland (BiF) Facebook Group and British in Europe (BiE) Facebook Group.
Many other British Expats might find these of interest and follow up on some of the questions, at similar
events held elsewhere.
There is also great interest in Finland to the new European Travel Information and Authorisation System
(ETIAS) and how this will affect British citizens living in the EU, after Brexit. Concern has been expressed
that mixed British/EU families may find things difficult especially when returning to their EU country of
residence.
Finland celebrated Vappu (May Day to you and me) in the traditional way, with college students wearing
their white caps and coloured overalls with badges representing difference professions. My Finnish wife,
being no exception to this tradition, was able to put her white hat on after 6pm on April 30th and wear
it until midnight on May 1st. Other professions especially engineers, can only wear their white hats from
Midnight 30th April to midnight May 1st.
In Helsinki there were quite a few large Vappu Day gatherings. However, two particular large gatherings
were the Finnish Vappu group and in another park the Swedish/Finns Group. Finland having two official
languages, Finnish and Swedish. Although the weather was cold wind and rainy, it didn’t dampen the spirit
(Finnish Sisu) of the Finns who were determined to celebration Vappu in the traditional way. The day also
sees usually left of centre political parties put up stalls in market squares and handing out cups of hot Sima
and other goodies to entice prospective voters to vote for them at the next elections. However, these days it’s
more like a “British Bank Holiday”, where people go out and have a good time.
In a surprise announcement on May 4, the US Embassy in Finland issued a security alert for US citizens
living here. The Finnish Security Intelligence Service said it is not aware of anything that could have
prompted the warning. A similar US security alert was also issued in Sweden on the same day. There was no
such alert for UK
To finish on a bright note (sorry for the
pun), Saara Aalto the Finnish singer
who found fame after appearing on
UK’s X Factor represented Finland in
the Eurovision Song Contest with a
song called Monsters.
Finland has rarely done well at the
Eurovision Song Contest, only winning
once with the never to be forgotten heavy metal band Lordi in 2006. Lordi became the first hard rock act and
the first Finnish entry to win the contest, with its song “Hard Rock Hallelujah.”
Stephen Cole - ECREU Member, Finland
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Britsh Consul in Bulgaria

When the British Consular Service held a Brexit meeting for British citizens
in Bulgaria last month, five consular staff were faced by a disappointing
audience of just five expats.
The meeting, at the Old Town Hall in Ruse on the bank of the Danube,
started from an FCO script advising us what had been agreed to date and what
was still outstanding. Questions had to be submitted in writing in advance, but there was some
latitude allowed as people had little time to contact the consulate through the designated channel
due to an automatic 20 day delay in response time.
Matters agreed with the EU Commission and the UK are subject to British citizens being registered
for long term residency in Bulgaria by the 29th Of March 2019 . There was comfort from the fact
that Health Care S1 S2 will be covered indefinitely on leaving
but EHIC will remain in place until the end of the transition
period.
Vocational qualifications will be recognised by Bulgaria and
partially completed qualifications and apprenticeships will
be able to be completed but would have to be in Bulgarian.
Our State Pensions will remain the same including payment
into European banks. If registered by the 29th March
2019, long term Residency would be granted. Relatives and
dependents would be accepted for residency providing self
sufficiency could be meet
We were told that matters not agreed included voting rights
for UK citizens; freedom of movement to chose a different
country to reside within the E.U; freedom of movement to
work cross border; the rights of children of British and EU
parents and spouses to return to the UK; driving licences
and Pet Passport regulations.
Of course the caveat was introduced that any of this could
change as ‘nothing is agreed till everything is agreed’ so still,
nothing is certain.
The main concern brought up in the QA was why had the
registration for long term residence changed from five years
to one. So if you re registered before 2018, you received five
years of long term residency permission, but after 2018 it
has been reduced to one year.
The Consular staff acted surprised, despite the fact the
proof before them was showed that my wife and I renewed
our residency October 2017 for five years, while a lady
present who has similar circumstances to us owning her own property etc. and who has lived in
Bulgaria longer then us, renewed her residency in February 2018 and was given just 12 months.
Our hosts said they would investigate.....
We asked could we have further meetings with earlier notification so we could inform more British
residents, as one weeks notice to two people in the area was not acceptable, especially as questions
had to be in writing 20 days in advance.
Craig Stevens - ECREU Member, Bulgaria
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The Murky World of Rich Men and
Brexit - Part 2
Last month, we gave you the first part of Roger Boaden’s
analysis of the Cambridge Analytica scandal.
Roger has now pulled together more detail form the raft of allegations and claims
which have surrounded the Vote Leave campaign and produced ‘Part Two’ which you
can read by clicking HERE - If you missed part one, it is available HERE
Research by Roger Boaden - rogerboaden@ecreu.com

Will My Pension Be
Safe After Brexit?

We know that along with
Healthcare, our State pensions
are protected after Brexit. But
what about our private pensions?
Here, ECREU’s Roger Boaden brings us up-to-date with an issue that is worrying
many UK pensioners living in the EU. As with much about Brexit, his story does not
yet have a happy ending......

Passporting Pensions in Brexit

Originally raised by Nicky Morgan MP in her capacity as the Chair of the House of Commons
Treasury Select Committee and raised with her Committee by the Association of British Insurers
(ABI), a vital pensions issue has cropped up again. It concerns the possibility that UK Pension
Providers might not be able to pay pensions or insurance contracts to UK Citizens in the EU after
the Brexit Withdrawal Day.
This is directly related to ‘passporting’, which allows UK and EU insurance companies to sell
pensions, savings and insurance products across borders. If passporting ends the day Britain leaves
the EU, then providers will not be able to legally pay pensions to expat customers.
The ABI has told the press: ‘If nothing is fixed, insurers will be left in an
impossible position and face an unacceptable choice: break their promise to
customers or risk breaking the law.’
Nicky Morgan first wrote to Chancellor Phillip Hammond last September,
stating: “The ABI is right to raise this concern with the Treasury Committee
and Government. Both the UK and the EU have a strong mutual interest in
resolving this problem, in line with their shared objective of a smooth and
orderly Brexit. It is therefore surprising that there have been no position
papers from the Commission or the Government proposing how it might
be addressed. I have written to the Chancellor to get further clarity on the
Government’s thinking.”
This is a further example of the complexities of the Brexit negotiations which lie ahead and are still
to be resolved. The consequences for many UK Citizens could be considerable.
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a b o t h e m t . . . Let us know and we’ll give you a platform
G e t r ch e s
Send your thoughts to: contact@ecreu.com
u
yo I can apply for German citizenship after 3 years residence because I am married to a German. But I
have been cross border commuting to work in the UK.

I find it concerning that living in a country while working in another does not appear to count as residence in the
country in which you live, if there was no prior period of residence before commencing cross border commuting.
So Germany and other EU countries may use this to deny British citizens special status under the withdrawal
agreement, meaning that British people need to move away from their home with their family when they stop cross
border commuting and return to live in the UK.
This particular situation (probably more common with British expats in France) seems to have been completely
forgotten about by negotiators (the Withdrawal agreement seems to have been drawn up considering only the
perspective of British Citizens working in the EU while living in the UK or EU citizens living in the EU while working
in the UK).
The impact of this is that I am having to spend a fortune on an immigration lawyer and a severe strain on my
mental health impacting my ability to work.

......ECREU Member (Living in Germany)

SATURDAY 23 JUNE, LONDON

MARCH ON PARLIAMENT

BRITISH IN EUROPE AND OUR MEMBER
GROUPS WILL BE THERE ...
... will you join us and march with us?
Come and meet us, and show the British government and people
just how much your rights mean to you!
https://www.facebook.com/BiEGoesToLondon/
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Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy - italy@ecreu.com
Spain - spain@ecreu.com

United Kingdom - georgetownsend28@gmail.com
ex-Forces - briankemp@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has 10,209 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:

ECREU is an active participating member of British in
Europe, the coalition of citizen’s groups in the EU

Views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Expat Citizen Rights in EU or its officers
Editor: Dave Spokes - davespokes@ecreu.com ● Distributed by: Expat Citizen Rights in EU ● Web Site: www.ecreu.com
Copyright © 2018 Expat Citizen Rights in EU. Unless otherwise stated, all content is copyright of Expat Citizen Rights in EU. No part of this newsletter
may be copied or reproduced in print, digital or any other form without prior written permission of Expat Citizen Rights in EU
Association n° W862002237 registered in France and governed by the law of 1 July 1901 and the Decree of 16 August 1901 - email: contact@ecreu.com
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