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The Murky World of Rich Men and Brexit
The names ‘Cambridge Analytica’, ‘SCL’ and ‘AggregateIQ’
have dominated recent news with the leave campaign and
various political players being accused of possibly illegal
and certainly rather questionable activities around the
Referendum.
In case you haven’t been following this story, it centres around allegations of

a leave campaign group spending more than the legal limit on its campaign. It
is alleged that it did this by using donations said to be for other, unconnected
leave groups, which were actually working together. Some of the people
involved in these groups are now advisors to the Prime Minister or working
with DExEU.
Anyone who saw whistleblower Christopher Wylie’s mammoth evidence session
before Parliament’s Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee, will know
this issue has twists and turns as complex as an American conspiracy movie.
Those involved claim the organisations and companies were working
separately. So our Roger Boaden has spent many hours pulling together various
reports and media stories into one coherent report which puts the evidence into
an easier to follow narrative – and showing that the evidence appears to be at
odds with those claims.
Roger knows a thing or two about the workings of Government - he
was directly involved in the early days of using data to
support the political process.
So please download his report and see
exactly how ‘mysterious’ companies
and ‘big money’ may have influenced
the outcome of what should have been
a democratic process to determine the
future of our country.

Download from https://www.ecreu.com/pdfs/rich-men-brexit.pdf
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Spain Group Calls For Joint Nationality

Spain is one of the EU States which does not recognise joint
nationality, so anyone seeking to become a Spanish citizen must
give up their British citizenship.
ECREU is happy to back ‘Bremain in Spain’ in support a campaign for
joint Spanish/British Nationality, launched in July 2016 by two British writers
in Madrid, Giles Tremlett and William Chislett.
A draft joint nationality law will be presented to the Spanish government in the
coming months. If there is no response, the campaign intends to take the issue
to the Court of Justice of the European Union in Luxembourg, asking it to decide
whether Spain has an enforceable obligation to offer joint nationality.
The campaign is seeking people who have applied for Spanish nationality, or
obtained it recently, who would be prepared to join an eventual legal challenge
(at no cost) should this become necessary. Those wishing to be kept up to date,
or wanting to know more about how they might join the legal challenge can
contact Giles Tremlett at jointnationality@gmail.com.
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Who’s Remoaning Now?

It’s amusing - or at least it would be amusing if
it wasn’t so tragic - to observe how Brexiteers
call anyone who questions the Brexit negotiated
progress a ‘Remoaner’.

Can it be they are so unsure of their own position that they cannot
bear to admit there is anything not up to the mark, at least the mark they demand?
Are they saying there cannot be a reasonable dialogue about what has, or has not, been agreed to date?

Consider these two examples...

First, David Davis - he recently wrote in the BrexitCentral blog: “Having said from the outset that we
would put citizens first, we have secured the rights of the million Brits living in the EU and the three
million EU citizens living in the UK - meaning that they can look to their futures with confidence,
knowing they can carry on living their lives as they do now.”
The last part of that is a lie and he must know it. I know it, and anyone reading this should recognise it as
a lie. For unless there are further changes in the negotiations, we will lose these rights:
• Continuing free movement, to move and reside freely across the EU, including the right to move to
live and work in other countries, as well as visa-free travel.
• To set up a business across the EU and have our professional qualifications recognised beyond the
country we live or work in. Some qualifications are not covered at all.
• To provide cross-border services as self-employed people.
• To return to the UK with non-UK spouses under EU rules rather than stringent UK immigration rules.
• The Right to future family reunification with future spouses/family members

So, there is no way on this earth that any of us can ‘carry on living our lives
as we do now’!

The second example is that of Jacob Rees-Mogg, Chairman of the European Research Group (ERG), and
a leading Brexiteer. The House of Commons Select Committee for Exiting the EU has just published a
report, declaring a 10-6 majority on its findings. Jacob Rees-Mogg has challenged that majority, saying in
a Tweet: “Select committee reports are only influential if they are unanimous, dividing on leave remain
lines simply refights the referendum #remoanathon.”
An estimate taken shortly after the EU Referendum showed clearly that 73% of all MPs voted Remain,
and on the Conservative benches it was 56%, so by that measurement alone, there should be 15
Remainers and 6 Leavers in the membership of 21. The Committee has 10 Conservatives, in accordance
with the tradition of the committee reflecting Party balance in the House of Commons. So amongst
Conservatives on the Committee, there should have been 6 Remainers and 4 Leavers. There are in fact 6
Conservative Leavers, plus a DUP MP making 7 Leavers.
On that basis alone, the Rees-Mogg gripe over a 10-6 majority simply doesn’t stand up.
And, what has happened to arguments about democracy and taking back control? Perhaps Mr ReesMogg is only happy with a democratic decision if it goes the way he decrees. Oh... but then, because I
dare to question or challenge them, I’m just taking part in… what is it?… a #remoanathon!
Brexit Thoughts by Roger Boaden - rogerboaden@ecreu.com
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Holiday home Owners face Brexit
shambles
Much has been written in the UK press about the requirements for
the casual UK tourist who will travel to EU countries post-Brexit,
but little has been written about UK citizens with holiday homes
in the EU.
ECREU member Sue Fletcher, who lives in Portugal, analysed the
problem for The Algarve Daily News, but it applies to us all living in EU countries. This is her report...

Understanding the Schengen Area

The Schengen Area, named after ‘the Schengen Agreement’ signifies a zone where 26 different European
nations, (not all are in the EU and not all EU countries are in Schengen) abolished their internal borders
for the free and unrestricted movement of people, goods, services, and capital. As a result borders between
European countries only exist on maps.

The countries currently in Schengen are:

Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. Madeira, The Canary Islands, The
Balearics and The Azores are also included.
Citizens and residents of any Schengen country can travel freely between the countries and spend up to
90 days in each country. After 90 days EU rules of residency apply. If after 2020 you don’t have residency
then you will be classed as a tourist and these rules will apply:
• You must apply for a ‘Schengen Visa’. The UK is hoping that the EU will agree to a visa-free scheme.
This is likely to involve applying for a visa-waiver that will last for several years at a modest cost of
about £5. Nothing is yet decided.
• You may stay within Schengen for 90 days in any 180-day period. This means that out of 180 days,
you can only be there for 90 days on a moving basis. The 180 day period is determined by counting
backwards 180 days and the day of arrival is counted as day one. So, for example, if you are stopped
by police and asked for your documents they will take that date, count back 180 days and then
calculate the number of days you have been in Schengen. If it is over 90 you are liable to be fined
between 300 and 1,200 euros. It is vital to keep details of all visits otherwise it’s possible that the
officer will declare that you have been present in Schengen for the entire 180-day period. The EU has
a handy calculator so that you can work out how long you have been in Schengen......
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/content/visa-calculator_en
When inputting dates use this format 010118 (1st January 2018). The form will add the breaks automatically.

• You DO NOT get 90 days in each Schengen country, but 90 days in the entire
Schengen area, which for Brits is practically everywhere except the UK and
Ireland.
As if all this wasn’t onerous enough, in 2020/21, just as Brexit comes about, the
EU is planning to launch the European Travel Information and Authorisation
System (ETIAS) which is designed to strengthen EU borders and prevent illegal
migration.
After January 1st 2021, Brits without any EU residency and travelling into
Schengen, will need to register their details and their intentions online. The cost
will be around €5 and the ETIAS will be valid for 3 years or until your passport
runs out, whichever is the sooner.
more......
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The questions likely to be asked will cover personal information including name, address, contact details,
passport details and occupation (with your job title and employer, or for students, the name of educational
establishment). There will also be questions about your state of health, particularly any infectious diseases.
You will have to give details of any convictions in the past 20 years for serious crimes, including those involving
terrorism, child pornography, armed robbery, fraud and money laundering, cybercrime, counterfeiting,
industrial espionage, illicit trafficking in endangered animal species, arson, xenophobia and racism.
Next, you must say why you are travelling (holiday, visiting family, business etc), specify the country you will
first arrive in and provide the address of your first night’s stay - which could pose a problem for travellers who
like to make plans as they go along. Those wanting to spend the winter in warmer climes in their motor home
or cruise the Mediterranean are likely to have problems without a lot of forward planning. For example you
can cross into Croatia for 90 days and then return to Schengen, but check the Schengen status of any country
before committing to it as several are waiting to join Schengen.
The airline, ferry, train or coach operator you are travelling with will be required to verify you are in possession
of a valid travel authorisation. So you shouldn’t get as far as a European border post without a valid ETIAS.
If you overstay your 90 day limit in the Schengen area this will be noted on your record, so next time you travel
you may be refused entry. Also, at the press of a button, the EU authorities can check when you arrived in
Schengen and have details of any other trips you have made.

Is There a Way Around This?

Yes, if you own or rent a home in a Schengen country. Under EU law, after 90 days of living
in the country, you must register for temporary residency. But remember, this article refers
to freedom to take holidays in other EU states. As things stand at the moment, we have lost
the freedom of movement to live permanently and work in another EU country as EU citizens.
© Sue Feltcher, April 2018 - With thanks to The Algarve Daily News

Friends in High Places.....

Fiona Godfrey of ‘British in Europe’ and ‘British
Immigrants Living in Luxembourg’, met with Sir Keir
Starmer, Shadow Secretary of State for Exiting the
European Union in London in March to discuss citizens
rights and Brexit.
Sir Keir arrived with a handful of well annotated briefings from British in Europe
on the current state of citizens’ rights and was up to speed on our concerns. The
meeting focussed on the draft legal text on the Withdrawal Agreement that was
due to be agreed that afternoon at the European Council meeting.
The discussion included our loss of continuing free movement, our fears about
the threat to the livelihoods of thousands of British in Europe who will no longer
be able to work as cross border service providers, and the rights of UK nationals
to return to the UK with non-UK spouses after the transition.
Sir Keir said he would continue to raise our concerns with David Davis at their
regular meetings as well as on his trips to Brussels for informal meetings with
Michel Barnier and MEPs.
Please support the essential work of BiE. Any contribution - however
modest - will be gratefully received. Just go to this link......

https://britishineurope.org/donate-today/
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Don’t Chat and Drive...

It’s amazing how the odd chat from some self-appointed ‘expert’ can become fact. When it
also finds its way on to social media, then it must be true! A story making the rounds at the
moment is that France will not recognise the UK driving licence after Brexit.
The current licence carries EU branding and is accepted throughout the EU. Once we leave, that branding will
no longer be valid. Perhaps that could become an issue, but it all depends on the final terms of the Brexit deal –
how many times have we heard that!
It is possible that after Brexit, holidaymakers coming
to France may need to get an ‘International Driving
Permit’. In the UK, these cost £5.50 from the Post
Office, or a little more if bought from the AA or RAC.
The permit is valid for one year and allows you to drive
on your British licence in several countries.
But if you live here, there is a chance France might
expect you to change your British licence for a French
one. This could get a little involved once out of the
EU, requiring translations and fees - and similar rule
changes might apply to other EU states.
So it might be wise for UK licence holders to start the process now, while changing to a French licence is still
relatively straightforward.
Again, nothing is certain until negotiations are complete, but one thing is for sure...... the days are numbered
for the bar room gossip who assumes speeding fines and points will get lost in the system if they retain their
British licences!
Read more on this and other aspects of living in France in the April edition of The Connexion Newspaper at:
https://www.connexionfrance.com/French-news/Brexit

Embassy Talks...

The British Embassy in Paris continues to engage with the French Government on a range of bilateral
home affairs and Brexit issues, including citizens’ rights and the processes the French will put in place
after Brexit to ensure that British nationals covered by the withdrawal agreement continue to enjoy the
rights they are entitled to.
Carte de sejours are also on the agenda at local and national level, following reports that some British
citizens have had difficulties obtaining them. Senior representatives of the Ministry of Interior have
assured the Embassy that they continue to be entitled to a carte de sejour, should they want one.

‘Ask your Government’ at a British Embassy Outreach meeting near you...

Hosted by either the Ambassador, Lord Llewellyn, or Ministre Plénipotentiaire, Matthew Lodge (No2
in the Embassy), this is your opportunity to meet Government representatives first hand. This is your
opportunity to question the Ambassador or his deputy first hand.
17 April 2018 – STRASBOURG
15 May 2018 – LIMOGES
18 June 2018 – AUDE

26 June 2018 - GARD (Nîmes)
11 July 2018 - HÉRAULT (Montpellier)

Clicking the venue will take you to the booking web site. Alternatively, details will be on the Embassy
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ukinfrance) or in the Embassy newsletter, ‘Voisins Voice’.
Embassy web site: https://www.gov.uk/world/organisations/british-embassy-paris
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Let us know and we’ll give you a platform
Send your thoughts to: contact@ecreu.com

I was extremely disappointed by the decision taken by Wales and indeed, my home county of
Pembrokeshire, in voting to leave the EU. Both Wales and Pembrokeshire benefited enormously from
EDF and EDRF European funds. Many of our farmers receive EU payments which ensure that they can
remain competitive and quite frankly, many would not be able to continue, having to sell farms that may
have been in the family for generations.
Indeed, I as a business representative on both the South Wales PMC, East Wales PMB and
Pembrokeshire PPMB, worked for many years (without remuneration) to ensure that Wales and
Pembrokeshire got as much benefit from that EU funding as possible. Indeed, many businesses in
Pembrokeshire would not have been trading today, had it not been for the EU funding they received.
So I am bewildered and shocked that my country and county, despite receiving so much EU funding,
decided to leave the EU. I have since wondered why I spent so many (now wasted) years on bodies
fighting to get Wales and Pembrokeshire that much needed financial support.
......ECREU Member (Living in Finland)

Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy - italy@ecreu.com
Spain - spain@ecreu.com

United Kingdom - georgetownsend28@gmail.com
ex-Forces - briankemp@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has 10,141 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:
ECREU is an active participating member of British in
Europe, the coalition of citizen’s groups in the EU
Views or opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of Expat Citizen Rights in EU or its officers
Editor: Dave Spokes - davespokes@ecreu.com
Distributed by: Expat Citizen Rights in EU
Web Site: www.ecreu.com
Copyright © 2018 Expat Citizen Rights in EU. Unless otherwise stated, all content is copyright of Expat Citizen Rights in EU. No part of this newsletter
may be copied or reproduced in print, digital or any other form without prior written permission of Expat Citizen Rights in EU
Association n° W862002237 registered in France and governed by the law of 1 July 1901 and the Decree of 16 August 1901 - email: contact@ecreu.com
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