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Impact of No Deal...

More than two years ago, members of the ECREU team joined with other self help
organisations to form a coalition of groups called British in Europe (BiE). Today, they serve
on BiE committees giving you the benefit of legal and political expertise which has proved
invaluable when negotiating face-to-face with the EU and UK Government.
BiE includes people qualified and able to attend crucial meetings in Brussels, London and elsewhere, which
would be difficult for some of us older founders of ECREU living deep in the countryside.
They have a thorough understanding of the Withdrawal Agreement and the issues we will all face if Boris
pulls us out with no deal. The following report from BiE will bring you up-to-date with the facts. Please
remember that each EU country will have its own plans for UK citizen residents in the event of no deal.

UK Citizens in EU27 – Broad
Differences Between Deal and No Deal
In this paper British in Europe (‘BiE’) summarises the differences between Deal and No Deal for British
citizens living in the EU27 (‘UKinEU’)

Deal

The Withdrawal Agreement (‘WA’) sets out our rights fairly fully, though there remains considerable
uncertainty as to the implementation of those rights if the agreement is ever ratified. There is, for example,
still no final list of which countries are opting for a constitutive system of re-registration under Art. 18.1 of
the WA as opposed to the declaratory option under Art. 18.4.

No Deal

Grace period: most EU27 countries have opted for a ‘grace period’ immediately following Brexit, during
which most of our EU rights within each host country (i.e. excluding free movement) are said to continue.
The length of the period and the clarity over what these rights will be varies enormously. Not all countries
have provided details, let alone legislation, on our status and rights following the grace period (e.g. Germany
has not).
Those resident in their present host country for less than 5 years: Here the Commission has not
recommended any particular approach, so each country has to formulate its own approach, usually based on
its national immigration law for those resident less than 5 years. There are great variations as between the
countries, and a considerable degree of uncertainty even where legislation has been promulgated.
Those resident in their host country for 5 or more years: Here, in addition to national immigration law, the
situation is covered by the EU Long Term Residence Directive (‘LTR Directive’), which the Commission has
encouraged Member States to apply to UKinEU on the basis that their past residence whilst EU citizens
should count towards the necessary 5 years. The main differences between this EU Directive and the WA are:
• Pre-Brexit absences permitted when applying for long-term residence: before Brexit anyone
who has resided in their host state for 5 years is entitled to ‘permanent residence’, a status with
enhanced rights: they can be absent for up to 2 years without losing it. Under the LTR Directive
the same person will be denied the enhanced LTR status if they have been absent for a total of 10
months in the previous 5 years. So permanent residents who have exercised their legal right to be
away for up to 2 years pre-Brexit will, by a retrospective rule change, be denied the equivalent longterm status post-Brexit.
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• Absences once you have acquired LTR status: an absence of 1 year from the EU (which of course will
include any period in the UK) will be enough to deprive you of any right to remain under the EU’s No
Deal contingency plans. This contrasts with 5 years absence for those with permanent residence under
the WA.
• Conditions for acquiring the new status: the LTR Directive requires States to impose conditions as to
available resources and sickness insurance, and they can also require tests of language and knowledge
of the country. The latter tests cannot be required under the WA and the other conditions are more
onerous under the LTR than their equivalents under the WA.
• Employment: Under the WA UKinEU have equal treatment rights with nationals of the host state.
Under the LTR Directive States may exclude UKinEU from jobs which are reserved to nationals of
the State or EU/EEA citizens. Such jobs include many presently held by British citizens in the public
sector, such as teaching.
• Recognition of qualifications: post-Brexit, UKinEU LTRs will only have the right to equal treatment
with nationals under any national scheme for the recognition of qualifications, not under the EU
scheme (though pre-Brexit recognitions will continue to be valid in most sectors). Under the WA the
EU scheme would continue to apply to those whose qualifications were recognised, or in the process of
being so, by the end of the transition period.
• Education and training: in contrast to the WA, access to education and training for LTRs may be made
subject to language tests, and study grants will only be available in accordance with national law, not
EU law.
• Social security and health care: under the WA the existing systems for reciprocal health care and for
social security coordination (including aggregation of pension contributions made in different States)
continues. In a No Deal scenario these come to an end, though some minimal bridging arrangements
are proposed. For UK pensioners this means that their pensions will be frozen at their present value
(the WA would prevent this), and vital S1 healthcare (also protected by the WA) comes to an end for
all those who are not receiving ‘or have applied for’ treatment at Brexit.
• Family reunification: the range of people with whom reunification is possible is more limited under
the LTR Directive than under the WA (close family).
In addition, and most worryingly, the implementation of the EU LTR Directive in many countries was
criticised as ‘deplorable’ in 2011 by the Commission itself, and reform is still under consideration.
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So how real is all this ‘no deal’ talk - is it just political
bluster to pressure the EU, or we building up to a
general election?
Chairman Boris – sorry, Prime Minister, Alexander
Boris de Pfeffel Johnson – has surrounded himself with
a cabinet of Brexiters and advisers, some with dubious
‘leave’ related backgrounds who would probably never
get past the front door of Number 10 under more normal
circumstances.

They seem hell bent on leaving regardless of the negative
impact on business, the economy, our country and its
citizens. But our PM’s own record on telling the truth
does lead one to question his real resolve.
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Remember the third Heathrow runway and Johnson’s promise as Foreign Secretary to ‘lie down in front of
the bulldozers’ to stop it being built? Come the crucial vote in Parliament, he arranged to be at a meeting in
Afghanistan – no doubt flying there from Heathrow.
The government imposed a three-line whip on Conservative MPs to vote in favour of Heathrow expansion,
so if Johnson had stuck to his principles, he would probably have been forced to resign from the front bench.
Conservative Greg Hands did just this, but Boris clearly considered his front bench position to be far more
important than principles or promises.
As for telling the truth, having been fired from the Times for fabricating two stories, Boris joined the Telegraph
becoming Brussels correspondent, where he was credited with creating the ‘Euromyth’, through fake stories
claiming the EU was threatening Britain’s way of life. Johnson’s headlines included ‘Threat to British pink
sausages’ (which are still available) and ‘Cheese row takes the biscuit’.

Kippergate

More recently – not as a journalist, but as wouldbe PM – he claimed EU food safety packaging
regulations threatened the future of British
kippers, immediately proved untrue as the
regulations were actually set by the UK.
His affinity for claiming fake Brussels regulations is not
limited to red herrings about kippers. His stories about
banning bent cucumbers and bananas were typical.
In fact, the ‘straight bannana’ story was actually about
an agreement to set gradings so importers, wholesalers
and retailers would know exactly what they were buying.
Nothing was banned.
The same applies to the cucumber story. Nothing was banned - it was simply a way of defining what grade
would be in the box when they are purchased ‘sight unseen’.
Then there was a claim the EU had ordered that some 30 electrical applicances - from kettles to mowers and
vacuum cleaners - should have their input power reduced. This was actually activley supported by the UK
government as a way of increasing efficiency and saving energy, and followed consultancy with the industry.
Now we have battery powered vacuums which are more powerful than those working off the mains.
All these stories were enthusiastically exploited by some areas of the UK media and helped stoke the anti-EU
feelings of anyone who fell for them.
So are we really to believe everything he says now he is Prime Minister? Why does he seem
oblivious to the warnings from business, the Bank of England, economists, security services, police and others
about putting the future of the entire Nation at risk?
Is this bluster and loads of ‘new’ money for public services just be a way of building voter support for a general
election by making all manner of promises – at our expense?
All we can say is anything can happen with the current Government in power and it can all change in an
instant. As we write this, Ministers and advisors are ploughing ahead with no deal planning and claiming
nothing can stop the October 31st departure - including a Parliamentary vote of no confidence, in which case,
Boris will refuse to resign and set an election date after Brexit, claiming Parliament will not be able to stop him.
So much for bringing back Parliamentary sovereignty!
However, the opposition parties and many Conservative MPs don’t agree, so one thing we can be sure of is that
a major constitutional crisis could be in the offing.
Also, the Boris Government now has a majority of just one, so this could be the golden opportunity for
Parliament to vote down ‘no deal’ or even stop Brexit in its tracks. But there are still hard line ministers and
MPs who are strongly anti-Europe and seem to have absolutely no concern for the future of the UK or its
citizens – especially those who have exercised their right and freedom to live where they choose.
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We should worry, but we must also be positive and help by appealing to our own MPs of all parties to do all
they can to block a no deal Brexit.
There are many MPs who are dead against no deal and will vote it down, including those who have recently
resigned or been fired.
BiE will continue to lobby and meet with key politicians on both sides, and we will keep working with BiE
making sure everyone is aware of your worries and misgivings. But please don’t just leave it all to us. It is vital
MPs and MEPs understand our situation, so please keep writing and lobbying. Even though you may only get
an automated standard response, or no reply at all, don’t assume your message has not been seen – it is all
about numbers.
Finally, if you are able to help, please support BiE’s efforts from HERE .

Campaign group Best for Britain, has an excellent web site with links
to simple solutions for finding and writing to MPs. You can also help
build Pro-EU Alliances for any forthcoming General Election.
Go to this link: https://www.bestforbritain.org/

Brexit - reaching parts other referendums can’t reach

We are all concerned about our future right to travel freely between the EU and UK or even
between neighbouring EU countries, but it seems Brexit could be a threat to freedom of
movement much further afield.
The small British Overseas Territory of
Anguilla lies in the Caribbean some 4,000
miles form the UK. To the east of Puerto
Rico and the British Virgin Islands, it may
seem a world away from the EU, but Brexit
could soon turn the lives of its citizens
upside down.
Less than 10 kilometres and a 20 minute
ferry ride away, is the smaller island
of Saint Martin. It’s northern side is a
French ‘collectivité d’outre-mer’ or ‘COM’,
similar to a French region and with semiautonomous status. The southern side of
this island is Dutch.
Over the years, strong contacts have developed between the two islands. There is regular travel back and forth
to visit family members, or to take advantage of what each island has to offer which, until now, has been no
problem for citizens from Anguilla whose passports are issued by the UK.
But it is uncertain if post Brexit, they will still have the same right to take the short ferry ride without any
complications, such as the need to apply for a visa.
For the citizens of Anguilla, Brexit is a great worry which could have a tremendous impact on their lives.
And just like British citizens who have been living in the EU for more than 15 years, Anguillans were not
able to vote in the Brexit Referendum.
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Are you ready for a general
election?
If the Government really is gearing up for a general
election, we must be prepared.
The result of an election this year could be crucial for our future
as UK citizens in the EU, so if you have lived here less than 15
years, then now would be a good time to check that you are
registered to vote.
You can vote by post, or by proxy, but you must be registered
first. You will find full details of how to register from links on
this Government web site:
https://www.gov.uk/voting-when-abroad
Scroll down the page to the section: ‘If you’re moving or
living abroad’ and then click the link ‘register to vote’ (click
‘register by post’ if you want to vote in Northern Ireland.)
On the next page, click the green ‘Start now’ link.

Are you still registered?

A recent BiE survey among voters whose documents arrived too late, revealed that many voters did not know
that overseas electors must re-register every year.
Some Local Authorities send reminders, but others do not, so if you are eligible to register, it is essential you
check that your registration is still active and current.

Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy- italy@ecreu.com

Spain - spain@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has more than 11,000 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:
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