Newsletter
February 2019

TM

Here we go again!

Last month, I was somewhat ‘tongue in cheek’ by likening our Government’s handling of
Brexit to a ‘Carry On’ movie. After the meaningful vote debacle and the PM now reopening
negotiations which, for the moment at least, the EU says can’t be reopened - and all before
the 29th March - my light hearted assessment is beginning to look all too real!
After two and half years and just weeks away from the Brexit deadline, we are still no further forward.
‘Intransigence’ would appear to be the word of the moment. Despite losing vote after vote in Parliament, our
PM seems intent on sticking to her failed deal. Her ‘red lines’ are still there, so just what can she do to please
both the the EU and the other groups in Parliament?
We have secured some crucial rights thanks to the EU countries which have confirmed that we can stay in
the event of a ‘no deal’, but Freedom of movement and the rights that go with it are, for the moment, lost.
Make no mistake - a huge amount of work has been done by British in Europe and members of the
groups which make up its management teams, and there is no doubt this has
influenced the outcome to date. But refusing to meet or
act on our appeals, it is hard not to get the impression that
some Ministers or officials never had any real interest in
supporting UK citizens overseas.
So despite the messages getting through, no amount of
direct appeals to Government or social media chatter
was going to get any results. Parliamentary committees
take evidence on board, but if Government does not
want to hear, then it simply won’t listen.
The insistence on ending free movement into the
UK, along with demands for reciprocity, have
resulted in the EU doing just that. Quite simply, whatever our
Government imposes on EU citizens in UK, the EU will impose on us.
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However, after the rejections of the PM’s plans, Parliament has now said ‘no deal’ is not an option,
although that is only advisory - just like the referendum.
That is no guarantee it won’t happen, but it gives us a great opportunity and a fresh glimmer
of hope. We each have an MP in Parliament, so we can work to help ourselves. ‘Here we go
again’ you may say. ‘More letters to MPs which will fall on deaf ears!’
My MP does not reply and ignores my emails or letters......
All I get is an automated response, or......
I have lived here more than 15 years, so I don’t have an MP any more!
No excuses for repeating this yet again, but MP’s get loads of mail every day, so everyone can’t expect a
personal reply. Just because you get an automated response, or none at all, does not mean the message has
not been seen. If they have thousands of similar messages arriving at the same time, it will have an impact.
So your email or letter really is important.
As for not having an MP, this is simply not true. MP representation has nothing whatever to do with loss of
voting rights. Every British citizen is entitled to representation no matter where, or for how long, they have
lived abroad. Your MP - the one with a constituency where you last lived in the UK - is now responsible for
Brexit and, therefore, what happens to you and your family, your job or business in the EU and your freedom
to move, live, or work where you like.

So what should we ask for?......
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We all want to carry on living our lives as before, as Mrs May has repeatedly promised, but failed to honour.
So write setting out your concerns and asking your MP to ensure Parliament puts the lives and welfare of UK
citizens in Europe and EU citizens in the UK first.
Find the your MP here: https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps
Some are already on our side - the following is the text of a letter to the EU from MEPs, copied in a reply
from Clare Moody MEP to our member Denise Hope in Italy.....
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Find out more at
www.britishineurope.org

Current right
as UKinEU

Withdrawal
Agreement /
ring-fenced
rights

No deal

Automatic right to move, reside or work in EU country other than country
of residence

3
3
3

3
w
7

?
7
7

Be joined by existing family members (spouse, partner in durable
relationship, ascendants /descendants who are directly dependent on you)

3

3

?

Be joined by future spouses

3

7

?

For those with permanent residence: move away from host country - return
within 2 years and retain status

3

3

?

For those with permanent residence: move away from host country - return
after 3-5 years and retain status

7

3

?

Return to UK with EU or non-EU family under EU régime

3
3

7
3
3

7
?

Right as a British citizen currently resident in the EU

Reside, work and study in current country of residence
Residence rights acquired (if conditions met) and status doesn’t have to
be applied for

Continue working in more than one country as frontier worker

?

Recognition of professional qualifications in host country

3

Recognition of professional qualifications beyond host country

3
3
3

7
7
?

7
7
?

Social security aggregation: previous periods of insurance in other EU
countries taken into account to calculate pension benefits

3

3

?

Export of benefits

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
?
w
w
7
7
3
3

?
?
7
w
w
7
7
7
7

Provide cross border services as self-employed persons
Study in UK on ‘home fees’ rather than international fees

Reciprocal health care for those eligible for S1
UK driving licence remains valid in host country
Participate in local elections in host country
Stand in local elections in host country
Participate in European elections in host country
Seek consular protection from other EU states in third country
Oversight and governance: binding rights with direct effect
Same rights apply to British residents in all EU states

3

Covered in all EU states

w Covered in some EU states ?

(if specific recognition decision)

Still unknown or details unknown

7 Not covered
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ERG - the ‘Economic Ruin Group’?

ECREU member Paul Hardy of Newport, attended presentation
by Lord Andrew Adonis, Labour peer and outspoken and tireless
supporter of staying in the European Union and of how the UK
needs to change. This is Paul’s report from the event organised
by People’s Vote, which took place at Beverley, Yorkshire...
Lord adonis spoke passionately for well over an hour to an audience of about 100 explaining why he
believes the UK should stay in the EU, and how the best chance of achieving it is through a second
referendum. He believes that’s the way the country is heading due to the magnitude of the defeat for
Theresa May’s Brexit deal and the fact the house of commons (and Lords for that matter when I asked him
afterwards) will not allow a no-deal exit.
He commented on Yvette Cooper’s motion which could result in the removal of no deal from the table –
thanks to the initiative first taken by Dominic Grieve to let parliament dictate the next move because the
executive has run out of ideas that can gain enough support.
He was scathing about Jacob Rees-Mogg, Boris Johnson, Nigel Farage and Michael Gove and believed
that they got far too much airplay on the BBC and other television channels prior to the Brexit vote
peddling what are now known to be lies.
He wants the broadcasters to make sure that what
is being said by the politicians and lobbyists on
their channels prior to any second vote is factual
and true.
He has had lively debate and banter with ReesMogg and Farage and said that he has a new name
for the European Research Group - ‘Economic
Ruin Group’ -because they do not appear to do any
research and also refuse to recognise the resultant
mess we will encounter if they are successful in
their efforts to achieve a no-deal Brexit.
He is also pressing for all over the age of 16 being given the right to vote in any new referendum, as it’s
their future that’s going to be most affected. He stated very clearly his four main reasons why he considers
staying in the EU to be so important:
1

To safeguard the UK economy, as leaving will make us all poorer

2 To maintain freedom from a hard border in Ireland – to avoid smuggling and the reemergence of paramilitary groups funded by it
3 To maintain freedom of movement for the UK’s young population to live and work in the
EU, as they have their whole lives ahead of them
4 To maintain peace in the EU, which has mostly been the case since it was formed
He took and answered about 20 questions, including mine. There would have been many more had there
been the time. He was keen to make sure the young and all those that can either be swayed or didn’t vote
last time are encouraged to make their voice heard this time. We all agreed there isn’t much point in
wasting time on those that are set on voting leave no matter what.
I did point out to him in questions, that the older generation also need to retain freedom of movement
since a reciprocal points based system would not help as we are not looking to work and just wish to retire
to the EU – how many points would be awarded for that?
I was impressed with his passion and knowledge and hope he succeeds in getting a second referendum. It
will require a great deal of effort and support, so we all need to do our bit.
Paul Hardy, ECREU Member, Newport - paulhardy@pennyacre.karoo.co.uk
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Still not established residency?

If you read all the reports in this and other recent editions of our Newsletter, you will take some comfort
from the fact that EU countries are working to secure key aspects of our lives after Brexit. But one important
message is coming through loud and clear: ‘If you haven’t already done so, register as a resident now!’
We probably all know British citizens who remain oblivious to
what can happen once we all become third country nationals.
‘I have been here more than 20 years, so I’ll be alright,’ they
say.....
..... or ‘I’m not worried about Brexit. I am going to wait and see
what happens’.
If every EU administration is saying the same thing, we need to take them seriously. In UK, long term resident
third country nationals have been jailed or deported because they didn’t have the right paperwork. If UK does
leave the EU, then we will also be third country nationals no matter how long we have been here.
Fully documented residents will find any new requirements much easier to meet. So take
advice and register now!

Have you heard the one about...... ?

It seems that every day, a new Brexit problem emerges - Airbus threatening to move out,
empty supermarket shelves, driving licences no longer recognised, and on.....
Read page seven and you will see a warning from Finland that after Brexit, any on-line orders
from and to the UK worth more than €22 must be cleared and will incur a payment of tax.
So if you regularly buy from Amazon UK or any other British source, be prepared for the
postie to knock on your door with a Customs bill!

In a previous newsletter, we remembered a speech by
Sir Winston Churchill 63 years ago.......
“The first duty of a member of Parliament is to do what he thinks in
his faithful and disinterested judgement is right and necessary for the
honour and safety of Great Britain.
“His second duty is to his constituents, of whom he is the
representative but not the delegate. Burke’s famous declaration on
this subject is well known.
“It is only in the third place that his duty to the party organisation or
programme takes rank.
“All these three loyalties should be observed, but there is no doubt
of the order in which they stand under any healthy manifestation of
democracy.”
Perhaps it is time to once again remind our politicians of their duty!
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Still driving in EU on a UK licence?.....
Then be prepared to take a driving test
Last month, we reported that a Government web site page was telling us we must
retake our driving test if we move back to UK with an EU licence. We are told this
is not the case, but the web page had not been corrected as we prepared this.
The site does now warn that if there is no deal, then UK citizens will be obliged to
change their UK licences for a local EU one and that they may need to take a local test.
This is only a warning of what might happen and assumes there is no deal.
So to be on the safe side, start the process of changing your licence now, before
the March 29 deadline.
See Government web site from this link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/prepare-to-drivein-the-eu-after-brexit/requirements-for-all-uk-citizens-driving-abroad-from-29-march-2019
It will be for each country to decide about driving licences and tests, but several Embassies
have already issued advice to change UK licences now.

The missing link

Have you missed recent editions of our newsletter?
Last month, we identified a problem with the email telling you the newsletter was ready to download.
The link we provided was shortened using an on-line service.
But it seems that unscrupulous web companies are using
shortened links to mask their dodgy web pages. As these links
do not reveal the real target web page, some service providers
are blocking emails containing them, assuming there could be
a risk.
So why shorten the link in the first place?
Because email systems can sometimes reformat the email
content breaking continuous text in links, which means they
won’t work.
We will not be using shortened links in future. Also, you can always download our latest
newsletter from our web site home page or get back issues by clicking the ‘Previous newsletters’ link, top
right on the ‘Members’ page.

The essential Link
t British in Europe, the coalition of citizen’s groups in
por of
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u
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key groups and sending expert analysis of proposals,
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statements and official documents back to government.

This vital work needs your support. Please click HERE if you are able to help
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Warm messages from the North

In January, British citizens living in Finland heard some positive
news on their status after Brexit.
The Finnish Government, is proposing a bill to guarantee UK citizens’ right of
residence in the event of a no-deal Brexit. According to the draft, Britons who
register by the end of March will be allowed to remain in Finland until at least 2020.
“With this special act we want to ensure that UK citizens now living in Finland can continue to live in
Finland without any problems. They just need to register their right of residence as EU citizens by the
end of March,” Interior Minister Kai Mykkänen said in a statement.
The government web site already confirms that Finland wishes
to protect the opportunities for citizens of the United Kingdom
to live, work and study in Finland in the future after the United
Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union. It does
say that if the UK were to cancel its withdrawal decision, the
situation would remain the same as it is at present.
With a no deal Brexit, Finland estimates that 5,000 UK citizens
currently living in the country would need to apply for another
residence permit. It is intended that the permit procedure
would be as quick and flexible as possible. However, there may
be a cost and some additional paperwork may be needed.
The Ministry of the Interior will publish further information in the coming weeks.
However, if they haven’t already done so, UK citizens living in Finland need to register their right of
residence as soon as possible, a message repeated by Prime Minister Sipilä urging all British residents
to contact Immigration Service ‘Migri’. Details are on the Migri web site at https://migri.fi/en/home`.
The Finnish media has also woken up and is reporting the implications to UK citizens if, or when, it
leaves the EU. One of the leading newspapers, ‘Ilta-Sanomat’, reports that Timo Vuori, Director of the
Central Chamber of International Affairs has predicted that if the UK leaves with a ‘hard Brexit’, it will
become a third country ‘like Russia’.
Mr. Vuori added that Britain’s departure from the EU internal market in March would also make it
very difficult for the 15,000 Finnish export and import companies that trade with the UK, adding that
British companies have more than 300 subsidiaries in Finland, with some 20,000 employees. There is
uncertainty about how workers, goods and services will continue to move between the EU and the UK
in the event of a no-deal. During an interview with Finland’s YLE news service, he said that Finnish
companies are seriously considering whether the UK is a good long-term market anymore.
News corporation YLE reports that consumer online orders from and to the UK after it leaves the EU,
must be cleared if the goods are worth more than € 22, and will incur a payment of tax.
Meanwhile, there has been another increase in the number of British nationals applying for Finnish
citizenship, as people try to get a second passport before Brexit. In 2018, a total of 230 British nationals
applied for Finnish nationality, according to the latest figures from the Immigration Service.
That includes 179 citizenship applications from British people living in Finland and 51 citizenship
declarations from British nationals who have a legal claim to Finnish nationality - a 14% increase in
applications year-on-year.
Once the application process has been completed, it can take up to nine months for a decision to be
confirmed. However, the good news is that almost all applicants receive a positive result.
Your man in Finland STEPHEN COLE - Stephencole2010@gmail.com
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French Government plans for our future...

The Government in France has prepared a law to cover our rights in the event
of ‘no deal’. It gives some comfort that we can stay, but emphasises the need
to get your residency status in order before March 29th. Citizens’ rights are subject to
reciprocity by the UK, in other words, how French citizens are treated in the UK.
The law empowers the Government to prepare for the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union with
five orders or ‘ordonnances’.
The first ordonnance governs the rights of British citizens in France and provides in particular:
• A period of twelve months during which, subject to reciprocity, these British nationals may continue
to reside in France without a residence permit. They will therefore have one year to take steps to
obtain a residency card if they have resided in France for more than five years, or one of the titles
provided for residents who have been present for less than five years under lighter conditions,
• Preservation of the social rights enjoyed by these nationals on the date of withdrawal,
• Maintenance of British companies established in France in regulated sectors (lawyers, accountants),
• Maintenance of British civil servants in the French civil service.
A second ordinance allows for creating the infrastructure necessary for the reestablishment of border
controls (customs, sanitary and phytosanitary controls, goods and persons), by lightening certain
formalities.
A third order allows companies based in the United Kingdom to continue to carry out road transport
operations in France. It will also make it possible to issue a safety clearance to Eurotunnel.
A fourth order ensures the continuity of certain financial activities, particularly in the field of insurance,
after the loss of the United Kingdom’s financial passport.
A fifth allows the continuation of transfers of defence materials between France and the United Kingdom.
All these contingency measures will be complemented by European legislation currently being drafted.
The Prime Minister has decided to trigger the action plans of the ministries in charge of the
reestablishment of border controls with the United Kingdom:
• Infrastructure managers are invited to launch without delay the necessary works (temporary
construction and parking, in particular, for an amount of about 50 M € for the border controls to be
operational on 30 March.
• Ministers in charge should train and assign additional staff for customs and veterinary controls
(580 jobs), and concentrate them in the regions most affected.
• These measures should enable the ramping up of the controls necessary to preserve the single
European market, while maintaining the greatest possible fluidity of flows of goods and people.
• The Minister of the Economy and Finance and the Minister of Action and Public Accounts to
increase the awareness-raising actions of economic actors, in particular SMEs (Small to Medium
Enterprise);
• The Minister of the Interior, the Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs and the Minister for
European Affairs, to inform British and French nationals that Brexit will bring about change but
France is determined to maintain the excellent level of integration between the two countries.
The Government’s has launched a new web site (in French) - www.brexit.gouv.fr - where individuals and
businesses to find answers to their questions.
The Prime Minister has asked the ministers concerned to ensure permanent and close consultation with
local elected officials and economic actors on the ground.

It is emphasised that these are contingency actions, and will continue as long as the British
Government fails to clarify prospects of an orderly exit.
If you live in France, RIFT is the place to go for
up-to-date and accurate information and advice.
Go to: https://www.remaininfrance.org/
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Germany – Deal oder kein Deal

If there is Brexit, a deal and ratification of the proposed Withdrawal Agreement, Germany
plans to have an application or constitutive system. This means that British citizens will
need to apply for the relevant status, subject to the conditions and provisions set out in
the Withdrawal agreement. However, during the transition period (planned to last until at least 31
December 2020) status of British citizens (other than voting rights) will remain as it is now.
If there is No Deal, the German Government is putting a no-deal plan together introducing measures
to ensure UK nationals in Germany can continue to live and work legally after 29 March 2019.
Mr. Christoph Wolfrum (EU Policy and Strategy Unit of the Federal German Foreign Office)
explained that with no deal, a ministerial decree would be adopted and British citizens would have
a three month transition period post March 2019 during which they would be exempt from needing
whichever new status would ultimately apply to UK citizens in Germany.
UK citizens would need to apply for the new status with applications to be processed by end 2019
latest – it is not yet clear what that would be but it would be a third country national status, given
Brexit is taking UK out of the EU.

Reichstag, Berlin.

In the State of Berlin, Engelhard Mazanke (Head of the Berlin Foreigners’ Registration Office) set
out what process is being planned for UK nationals resident there in case of a no-deal. His office
has launched an online system to provide for voluntary ‘registration’ on the Ausländerbehörde
website ( https://www.berlin.de/labo/willkommen-in-berlin/ ). Based on that registration, the
Ausländerbehörde will then issue a certificate confirming that the individuals were resident in Berlin
before March 2019.
The British in Germany team is currently seeking clarification on a number of questions raised by
the Berlin proposals, as well as the proposals outlined by the Auswärtiges Amt. These proposals only
apply to Berlin, but they are also seeking information on what other Länder are planning.
In addition, British in Europe and British
in Germany together with the3million, have
requested meetings with both the Brexit team
in the Auswärtiges Amt and the office of Heiko
Maas (Foreign Minister) in anticipation of more
public information about Germany’s plans and
we have been informed that both offices will
cooperate.
Daniel Tetlow, British in Germany
daniel.tetlow@britishingermany.org

See also the British in Germany web site:
https://britishingermany.org
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Netherlands spells out citizen’s status

Andrew Davies, is a member of Brexit support group, Brexpats, and lives in
Netherlands. Here, he outlines the latest position facing British living there..........
In mid-January, a letter from the IND landed on my doormat. IND stands for
Immigratie en Naturalisatiedienst - the department of the Dutch Ministry
of Justice and Security - which looks after immigration and citizenship issues in the
Netherlands. The IND holds records on all foreign residents in the Netherlands and works closely
with local authorities (gemeenten) who are responsible for registering new arrivals.
By law, everyone relocating to or within the Netherlands, irrespective of whether they are Dutch or
foreign, must register with the town hall in the gemeente to which they move within four months of
arrival. This information is entered into the Personal Records Database (BRP) of the local authority
and is shared with the IND, meaning that all UK citizens are registered on a national database. It may
sound a bit Big Brother, but it means the IND knows where to find you!
The most pressing issue facing UK citizens is what happens if the UK crashes out of the EU, but
thankfully, the Dutch government has made preparations for such an eventually, which is what the
letter from the IND was all about.
Like me, I suspect that most people would have received the letter with mixed feelings. On the one
hand, our residency rights were being protected. On the other, it was confirmation of what we did not
want to hear: we were losing our EU citizenship and our right to freedom of movement.

If there is no deal

On 7 January 2019, the Dutch government announced that UK citizens who are legally residing in the
Netherlands on 29 March 2019 will be able to remain in the Netherlands in the event of a no deal. The
IND has a dedicated web page with this information: https://ind.nl/en/Pages/Brexit.aspx
Under the terms of a no deal
arrangement, there will be a
transition period from 29 March
2019 to 1 July 2020 in which rights
to residence, work and study will
stay the same. This also applies if
you are related to a UK citizen but
have no EU nationality.
If you already have a residence permit – type II – all you have to do is renew this when it expires:
https://www.vreemdelingendocumenten.nl/en/documenten/verblijfsdocument/model-2014/
For those who do not have a residence permit (which is not currently required under EU law), the
IND is planning to send you a letter prior to 29 March 2019 which itself will function as a temporary
residence permit - no further action needs be taken. A new national residence permit will be
needed after 1 July 2020, which will give you the right to work and to study in the Netherlands on a
permanent basis.
Before this happens, no later than 1 April 2020, UK citizens will receive a second letter inviting them
to apply for this national residence permit. IND recommends submitting your application only after
you have received the invitation. In preparation, please make sure that you are correctly registered in
the Personal Records Database (BRP) of your gemeente, otherwise you may not receive an invitation.
The public handling fee for the national residence permit will be the same fee that applies to EUcitizens (currently € 57).
In whatever event, UK citizens who have only recently arrived in the Netherlands (including students)
should make sure they are registered with their gemeente before 29 March. (If you are not registered,
you will not have received the IND letter).
more......
Page:10

After accruing five years’ residency, you will be able to receive a permanent residence permit and your
residency rights in the Netherlands will be protected in the long term.

Dual Nationality

For UK nationals who are thinking of applying for Dutch nationality, Dutch law does not allow for
dual nationality, which means you must first relinquish your original nationality. This also applies the
other way round, so if a Dutch national wishes to acquire UK citizenship, they would first have to give
up their Dutch passport.
However, there are notable exceptions:
For certain countries - but not the UK - dual nationality is permitted, for example, Greek or Iranian
citizens who cannot relinquish their nationality.
Non-Dutch citizens applying for Dutch nationality who are married to, or in a civil partnership, with a
Dutch spouse/partner, can keep their original nationality.
If you are 65 years of age or older and you have been living in the Netherlands for an uninterrupted
period of at least 15 years with a valid residence permit prior to your application.
Other options also apply and you are recommended to go to the IND site from this link:
https://ind.nl/en/dutch-citizenship/Pages/Option.aspx
There is an ongoing debate taking place in the
Dutch parliament to have this policy changed
after Brexit, specifically with respect to UK
citizens in NL and Dutch citizens in the UK.
However, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Stef Blok,
is insisting this would depend on the way in
which the UK left the EU. The Netherlands may
not look kindly on changing dual nationality
rules for Britons in the case of a no-deal. The
situation is uncertain at the moment and no one
should be counting their chickens!

Binnenhof, The Hague - the world’s oldest
fiunctioning House of Parliament

In my discussions with fellow Brits in NL it has become clear that we all have our own stories and do
not always fit into the boxes that bureaucracy tries to put us in. Not all of us are sure of our current
rights, because we came here on the understanding that we were EU citizens and did not have to
‘claim’ residency rights or need a residence permit. And the situation is fluid, because a no-deal will
mean immediate changes to our status. It just adds to the anxiety and stress.

The bottom line is:

If you have not done so, make sure you register with the local authority (gemeente) where you live
BEFORE 29 March 2019.
If you are registered with your local authority (gemeente), check your status with their Personal
Records Database (BRP).
If you are properly registered, the IND will be able to contact you. For the time being, wait for the IND
to get in touch, but if you do not receive the letter from the IND, you should go to your local authority
(gemeente) immediately to check or register your status!
For further information consult the IND web site: https://ind.nl/en/Pages/Brexit.aspx
Everaert Advocaten, a law firm specialising in immigration law also produces useful up-to-theminute information on Brexit and citizens’ rights: https://www.everaert.nl/en/areas-of-expertise/
brexit/906-brexit-and-dual-nationality
Andrew Davies - contact@ecreu.com
‘Brexpats - Hear Our Voice’ web site: https://brexpatshov.com
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Progress in Portugal

The Portuguese government has finally published its plans to accommodate UK
citizens after Brexit. In addition to the leaflet issued by the Portuguese Border
Agency (SEF), reproduced below, they have announced plans to open a dedicated
‘UK Passports’ channel at airports in Portugal’s mainland, Madeira and the Açores
to enable UK passport holders to pass through airports as quickly as possible.
Dr Santos Silva, the Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs, stated that UK citizens will continue to enjoy all
the current freedoms that they have in Portugal. UK issued driving licences will continue to be recognised,
healthcare will continue to be available, pension credits will continue to be awarded and professional
qualifications will continue to be accepted. Also the right for registered residents to vote in local elections
and the right to be elected to local government bodies will be protected in Portuguese law.
The British Embassy reckons that around 15,000 British Expats live in Portugal but remain undocumented
and they ask that those in this position become legal before March 29th.
The following is from the leaflet published by SEF.........
RESIDENCE RIGHTS IN PORTUGAL FOR UNITED KINGDOM NATIONALS AFTER THE
UNITED KINGDOM’S WITHDRAWAL FROM THE EUROPEAN UNION (BREXIT)
On 29 March 2019, 23h00 (WET), the United Kingdom (UK)
will cease to be a European Union (EU) Member State. The
Withdrawal Agreement will ensure the status and rights of
EU citizens living in the UK and of UK nationals living in EU
Member States. The Agreement also establishes a transition
period from the withdrawal date until 31 December 2020.
Under the term of the Agreement, UK nationals and their
family members who already are permanent residents in
Portugal will be able to maintain that right. And all those who
arrive before the end of the transition period (31 December
2020) will be able to acquire permanent residence status
after completing a five-year residence period.
The Portuguese Government wants to reassure UK nationals
and their family members living in Portugal that they are
welcome to stay.
IF YOU ARE ALREADY A PERMANENT RESIDENT IN PORTUGAL
UK nationals and their family members will enjoy exactly the same rights and obligations, framed by the
same administrative procedures. Expired residence permits will be renewed under the same requirements
already foreseen in national legislation (Law no. 37/06, 9 August). Current fees will also continue to apply.
Therefore:
If you already have a permanent residence card (valid for 10 years), the same rights and obligations
apply and no further action is required.
If your permanent residence card has expired, you may submit a renewal request to the Immigration
and Borders Service (Serviço de Estrangeiros e Fronteiras - SEF) by presenting your permanent
residence card (expired or valid only for the next six months); and a passport or a valid identity card. If
you have changed addresses, you must present proof of your current address (for example, a statement from
your Town Council (Junta de Freguesia), your home deed, proof of acquisition of real estate, or your lease
contract).
In order to renew their permanent residence card, UK nationals’ family members must submit the abovementioned documents, as well as a proof of their family connection.
more......
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IF YOU ARE NOT YET A PERMANENT RESIDENT IN PORTUGAL
If you have never registered
If you and your family are already residing in Portugal, but have not yet registered as residents, you must
register at the City Council (Câmara Municipal) of your area of residence (you should request the issuance of
a registration certificate, which is valid for 5 years).
UK nationals and their family members arriving in Portugal before 29 March 2019 need to register at the
City Council (Câmara Municipal) of their area of residence, under the same conditions currently applicable.
The Withdrawal Agreement establishes that these rules will apply until the end of the transition period.
Therefore, UK nationals and their family members arriving in Portugal before 31 December 2020 must
follow the above-mentioned procedure.
If family members of UK nationals are citizens of a non-EU country, their resident status application should
be addressed to SEF.
If you have not completed five years of legal residence
In case you already hold a registration certificate, but you have not yet completed the five-year residence
period, you may continue to live in Portugal under the same rights and obligations. After completing the
five-year residence period, you can apply for a permanent residence card.
If you already hold a five-year registration certificate
After holding a registration certificate for five years, you should submit an application to SEF for a
permanent residence card. As is already the case, you will be required to present any admissible proof
establishing that there was a continuous period of residence.
IN CASE OF A NO-DEAL SCENARIO
As there would be no agreed implementation period, the guarantee to acquire the right of permanent
residence would only apply to UK nationals who are resident in Portugal by 29 March 2019; all those UK
nationals and their family members who are already in Portugal by that date would have until 31 December
2020 to apply for a registration certificate.
ACQUISITION OF PORTUGUESE NATIONALITY
If you want to apply for Portuguese nationality, you can refer to the Institute of Registration and Notary
Affairs’ website for more information: www.irn.mj.pt
Sue Fletcher - contact@ecreu.com

Gain from Spain

If you are one of those people who likes doing things, then the agony
of yet more Brexit discussions and negotiations must be turning you
off politicians and politics. But if you are also one of those who are
worried about your future, about the home you have made in Spain
and your legality with the Spanish authorities, then now is the time for
action!
The name of the game is keeping up-to-date, because lots of things are going on, both in the Spanish
Government and in our British Embassy in Madrid.
We know that many more British people live in Spain than the official 300,000. That’s because some
are swallows (regular holiday makers who have invested in property here) and some are not registered.
The chances are that if you are a member of ECREU and so reading this newsletter, you will be properly
registered. But is your next door neighbour? Are your friends? Are fellow members of your clubs and
associations?
more......
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You might be surprised how many really lovely people have not sorted themselves out. So now is the time
to persuade them to get an appointment at the nearest Foreigners’ Office and become a Resident with a
residencia, to register with the tax authorities, to visit the Town Hall and go onto the Padrón and to change
their British driving licence for a Spanish one. There are currently some difficulties with appointments (see
below) but gain an appointment and start the journey....... Why?
Our current status as British people is that we are European citizens. If Britain exits the European Union
on 29 March with a no deal, British citizens in Spain become ‘third country nationals’ (TCNs) in Spain. The
rules for being allowed to live in Spain as a TCN are VERY DIFFERENT. You will need lots of income, for
example. So the Spanish government intends to introduce a law which will create a special category for us,
based on the permission we already have in our residencia.
This is excellent news BUT remember........NO residencia, NO new status!
This is the information given to us by the British Embassy on the new law:
The Spanish government spokeswoman, Isabel Celaá, addressed the
issue of Brexit in her comments after the Council of Ministers meeting
earlier in January. Similar to statements at the end of last year by Josep
Borrell and Pedro Sanchez, she was keen to send a message of calm to
all those affected by Brexit and stress that the rights of UK and Spanish
citizens remained a priority for the Spanish government.
The transcript of that meeting can be found and download from this Government web page
(in Spanish): http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/consejodeministros/ruedas/Paginas/index.aspx.
The key points with regard to citizens are:
That the Spanish government would protect the rights of UK and Spanish nationals in any Brexit scenario
(e.g. if the UK leaves, with or without a deal)
That they would be introducing a Royal Decree Law in February which would cover residency rights for
UK nationals, as well as address issues such as social security, healthcare and the recognition of academic
and professional qualifications.
That they would be launching a web site dedicated to Brexit, aimed at both citizens and business, on
Monday 14 January available via the current Moncloa website www.lamoncloa.gob.es http://www.
lamoncloa.gob.es/
If you have signed up for email alerts to the UK Government Living in Spain guide https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/living-in-spain, you will have seen that they have included a factual update on the Spanish page to
take all this into account. The British Embassy will continue their engagement with the Spanish authorities
on their plans. The Embassy is interested to hear any immediate impressions from us on the Spanish
website. They will continue to update the Living in Spain page with further information as and when it
becomes available. So please do sign up for email alerts to the page which can be done here: https://www.
gov.uk/email-signup/?topic=/world/living-in-spain and stay informed.

Swallows

As yet there is no specific information relating to swallows and their situation. Portugal has announced that
there will be no necessity for visas. We await further news from Madrid.

Health issues

Those claiming health care under the S1 scheme (our latest information is that this system will continue for
those here and registered BEFORE 30 March) will have their SIP card. However, it seems that after one of
our ECREU members had a problem with getting his blood test, the advice is always take ID if you go for a
blood test. The Consulate suggests your passport and/or your RESIDENCIA. They say this is only for blood
tests, but if you know different, please tell us.
We also know that some health staff, even medics, are not up to speed with our rights before Brexit
(whenever it comes).

more......
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If anyone tries to book an appointment for a date after the end of March and is told they can’t, that would be
a different matter altogether and we need to know so that we can inform the Consulate.

Change your Driving Licence now for a Spanish one..... now !

Driving licences are mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, but we must emphasise the advice on the UK
Government website (and added recently to the Living in Spain Guide) that UK citizens resident in Spain
exchange their UK licence for a Spanish (EU) one before 29 March as part of no deal contingency planning.

Getting appointments with the Foreigners’ Office and Trafico

We have raised with the consulates the problems of getting timely appointments. The Alicante Consulate
has requested another meeting with the national police in Alicante and with the head of the foreigners’
department. They will raise the issue again and have also done so at a more central level and in Valencia.
They promise that they will continue to raise this issue as often as they can. Their advice at the moment is
that, even if the appointment is for after the date we are due to leave the EU, people should still book them.
At least you can then show that you made the appointment before Brexit and should therefore be allowed to
attend that appointment under pre-Brexit rules.

Dual Nationality

The draft of the suggested change needed in the Spanish law to allow for British people who have settled and
contributed to Spain in the days before Brexit Day, has reached a second stage and now awaits discussions
with the Spanish government. Our colleagues in Madrid are leading this initiative.
WARNING. This will not be a quick process, either to get the legislation agreed or for individuals to pass
the tests and apply. However, it is considered worth persevering.
Note that at the moment there is no intention that unlike some countries anyone (including the over 65s)
should be exempted from the language and culture tests.

Voting in Spain

The bilateral agreement on voting rights with Spain was signed in
Madrid on Monday 21 January. This means that any UK national who
has registered on the electoral roll by 30 January will be able to vote
in the local elections in May. It also protects the right of U.K. nationals
to stand as candidates in those elections. The announcement is most
welcome and ECREU has been at the forefront of asking for this to be
agreed as a matter us urgency. Now it’s up to all of us to register on the
electoral roll. It would be a shame for anyone to miss out on voting by
not being aware, so tell all your friends.
BUT..... Members are reporting that they are still being denied the Padrón and therefore being on the voting
list. Officials are saying that Brits are no longer entitled to register. We have raised this with the Consulate.
They say that if British nationals are not allowed on the Padrón because of Brexit, they need to know the
name of the town. They will then take up the matter with these Town Halls. Please let us know immediately.
USEFUL TO HAVE - When you register to vote, you can take a print out of the Spanish government website
which confirms that British nationals are still allowed to register. The English version is HERE, the Spanish
version here HERE All towns were sent a letter confirming this.

There is good news as WELL!!

The latest information on pensions confirms that, even in a no deal, the U.K. government will continue
to pay U.K. state pension to those last living in the EU. A link to the information on pensions in a no deal
scenario is in the Living in Spain Guide.
Finally, the message is clear. Spain is being very helpful to us in our precarious situation. But the onus is on
us to make sure our documentation is up to date. You will note that British TV programmes like ‘A place in
the sun’ never mention any of this information and imply that everything will continue the same. Be a good
citizen and tell new neighbours, new arrivals in your urbanisation, your bar and restaurant. As immigrants
in Spain we need to help one another.
Margaret Hales - margarethales@ecreu.com
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Let us know and we’ll give you a platform
Send your thoughts to: contact@ecreu.com

I don’t know if its of interest but like many I had no voice in the referendum (outside UK for more
than 15 years). I have no German vote because I am not yet a citizen and if my citizenship application
doesn’t go though before Brexit then I will also have no EU vote.
That means I will have absolutely no democratic rights whatsoever. Despite the fact that even
convicted criminals have a right to vote.
This denial is illegal according to international law. Article 21 (1) of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights).
But who is interested in international law? The politician are not, the European courts not, the United
Nations not.
The only ones interested in international law we call terrorists.
......ECREU Member Gareth (Germany)

Need to contact someone at ECREU?

If an email address is not shown in this newsletter, please email to: contact@ecreu.com
Italy - italy@ecreu.com
Spain - spain@ecreu.com

ex-Forces - briankemp@ecreu.com

At the time of writing, ECREU has 10,901 members in 28 EU countries:
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark

Estonia
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
United Kingdom

Don’t forget we are on Facebook!
Take part and post on to your friends...
...Click the logo:
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Ple ital wor o ECREU is an active participating member of British in Europe, the
the v
coalition of citizen’s groups in the EU This vital work needs your
support, so please click HERE if you are able to help.
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